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June 1st 2018 

 
Caring for Students and Striving for Excellence 

Principal’s Report 

Term 2 has been both a busy and productive time at our school with the cross-
country carnival and a large number of excursions and sporting teams taking place.  
Staff and students are now busy in completing Semester 1 studies. 

Modernisation Works 

At the end of Wk. 4 I sent home a letter outlining the moves we will be doing in Wk. 
10 of this term.  Please contact the front office if you did not receive this letter so 
that we can send it out to you.  Essentially, what will be happening is that at the end 
of this term we will need to move out of the western half of the Main Building and 
we will be moving into the completed stage 1(the eastern side). 

 

To facilitate the moves and to allow staff to be involved in this important time, the 
school will not be running normal classes for Week 10.  Year 10 students will be 
doing the Road Ready course at Hawker College and we will be running an 
alternative program for Years 7, 8 and 9 students for the week.  We will also 
postpone the Awards Assembly and the newsletter both planned on the last day, 
Friday 6th July, to the Friday of the first week in Term 3, 27th July.  Reports will still be 
emailed home on July 6. 

 

 

(Looking into the new Administration Area) 

 

(Joinery going into a new Science Lab) 

 



 

NAPLAN Testing 

This year we conducted the NAPLAN tests online for the first time.  I was proud of the way our year’s 7 
and 9 students engaged with the testing. 

 

I would also like to acknowledge the hard work and efforts of the staff, students and parents in prepar-
ing for and sitting the tests.  Well done to all!  I look forward to seeing the results. 

 

Primary School visits 

Over the past two weeks, Ms. Chaplin, along with some year 7 students and I, visited our three local Pri-
mary schools: Hawker, Weetangera and Florey.  This was followed up by the Primary students attending 
a “Come and Try Day”.  The students had a great day experiencing what High School is like and I would 
like to thank staff and our student leaders, both the Year 7 and Year 10 leaders, who made this possible 
for the Primary School students. 

 

Open Night 

The School’s Open Night was held on the evening of Tuesday 29th May.  The evening was extremely well 
attended with a high number of visiting families.  This year, due to the building works, displays featuring 
student work were set up by each of the curriculum areas in the Hall and the Gym for families to visit. 

 

Feedback ,both on the evening and subsequently, has been overwhelmingly positive, particularly in ref-
erence to our enthusiastic students and our professional staff.  I wish to thank the dedicated staff, stu-
dents and parents for their hard work on the night and the way in which we proudly presented our 
school. 

 

World Challenge 

 

At the end of this term our World Challenge team embarks on their month long expedition to Cambodia 
and Laos.  The team has been working very hard to raise money and prepare and I wish them all the 
best for the trip. 

 

David McCarthy 

 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.davidtravel.com%2Fsample_itineraries%2Fasia%2Findochina_CLTV_16%2Fsignature_indochina10.jpg&imgrefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.davidtravel.com%2Fsample_itineraries%2Fasia%2Findochina_CLTV_16%2Fsi_maps.html&do


 

War Memorial Visit 

On Thursday of Week 4 our War and Conflict Elective class visited the Australian War Memorial. We are 

studying Personal War Stories in class, looking specifically at conflicts after the Second World War. We 

started the day with a tour of the Commemorative Area, looking at how this area helps us to remember 

all those who have served in war. Ms Bartlett told us some great stories at the Roll of Honour before 

we visited the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier. This was a very moving part of the visit for us all. 

We finished with a tour of the Conflicts from ’45 gallery where we looked for inspiration to tell our own 

stories in class. A big thank you to Ms Bartlett, Ms Conaghan, and Mr McCarthy for joining us! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 9 SOSE Parliamentary Visit 

On the 12th of April Ms Rowe’s and Ms Tully’s SOSE classes visited Parliament House. We participated in 

passing a law and we were shown how the different houses work. We had a mock debate and we were 

given positions in the House of Representatives. The program was short and not too much information 

so it was easy to remember. We enjoyed walking through parliament house before we caught the bus 

back to school. 

Jared Day 

                                    



 

Year 9 English – Shakespeare performance 

In English, Year 9 students are currently completing a unit on Romeo and Juliet. To complement 

this learning, all Year 9 students will view a live performance and participate in an interactive 

workshop by Young Australia on the morning of Thursday 21st June (Week 8).  

Students will receive information and payment details for this performance in their English classes. 

 

 

Drama Class 

On the 10th of May my Year 8 class with Ms Rowe went to Hawker College and workshopped 

‘Fractured Fairytales’ with the Year 11 and 12’s. We walked over and were introduced to the 

11/12 class and then we were put into groups to prepare a short performance. I really enjoyed 

it, it was a good experience because it was nice to work with the Year 11 and 12’s who had been 

studying drama much longer than us. We went to see their stage and walked back to school. 

Missing break was worth it. 

Ronan Heyer 

 

                                             

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.theglobeandmail.com%2Fresizer%2FwHXSrbGO8c6jiX-ZisZHgZi_00Q%3D%2F1200x0%2Ffilters%3Aquality(80)%2Farc-anglerfish-tgam-prod-tgam.s3.amazonaws.com%2Fpublic%2FTJRBTDZ6MBGDTFOTJ7LNK73GO4.JPG&imgrefurl=ht


 

Reconciliation Assembly 

yhuun naa ghuulu nuu Belconnen 

We would like to pay our respects and acknowledge the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples, 
the Elders, past, present and emerging.  

 
On Monday 21st May, the Connecting to Country classes and the Indigenous CARE program students 

held a Reconciliation Assembly for the school in preparation for next week, the National Reconciliation 

Week. Thank you to our Aboriginal Community members who joined us for the assembly. 

 

In the Year 7 and Year 8 Connecting to Country classes students prepared the week before by learning 

some of the forgotten history of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Peoples that occurred during co-

lonialisation . The Anzac Flanders Poppy signifies love and loss of our Anzacs in World War 1. The First 

Nations flower of mourning, a blood flower, the Desert Pea represents the blood spilt on the land. Hazel 

Davies has sought permission from the Barkinji people to raise awareness of the blood that has been 

lost through a beautiful story that tells where the fallen lay a Desert Pea was found growing in the dry 

place. 

The students in class created Desert Pea flowers from paper as a representation of the Aboriginal blood 

flower to be used in the Reconciliation Assembly. 

After the Acknowledgement of Country and the Belconnen School Band playing the National Anthem, 

Elise Thornthwaite explained what is Reconciliation and the significant dates. May 27 marks the anni-

versary of Australia’s most successful referendum and a defining event in our nation’s history. The 

1967 referendum saw over 90 per cent of Australians vote to give the Commonwealth the power to 

make laws for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples and recognise them in the national census. 

On 3 June, 1992, the High Court of Australia delivered its landmark Mabo decision which legally rec-

ognised that Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples have a special relationship to the land. 

Next in the Assembly, Rachel White explained  the Aboriginal flag, the Torres Strait Islander flag, the 

Australian flag and a  Coolamon. Each of these  were brought forward by Juthi Vigneswaran,  Jayda 

Callaway , Georgia James and Angus Apps to the centre of the stage and draped  over a podium.  



 

Belconnen High School has a partnership with AIME, a mentoring program between schools and universi-

ties for the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students. At the Assembly Darren Brady and Sam Martyn 

from AIME spoke of our partnership and our achievement and then played a great video on Reconcilia-

tion. 

 

The Act of Reconciliation was the most important part of our Assembly. Ben Hutchings and another stu-

dent held the painted Aboriginal Countries map above the podium with the flags and Coolamon. Stu-

dents from Connecting to Country classes arose from their seats and collected a Desert Pea, the blood 

flower, from  Jamilla Morgan and Tahlia Saunderson and placed  the Desert Pea in the Coolamon as a sign 

of healing and understanding and each thought being collected.  Rhianna Hutchings and Angus Apps 

handed out Desert Peas for the parents and the teachers to wear.  

 

            
 

I was given a very special honour to read a passage written by Izy Church to his Nan where he wrote of 

her life and her many achievements and how she “tells people she is a very proud Wiradjuri woman from 

Brungle” and that “education is an important part of our lives and we should always treat other people 

the same way as we would like to be treated” 

 

Aisha Ryman finalised our assembly by putting the question to the audience “Today you have participat-

ed in our assembly by being respectful and listening, but what more will you do to uncover the past?” as 

part of Reconciliation Day 28th May. She then explained the song “From Little Things Big Things Grow”. 

 

Special thanks go to all the students that helped me from behind the scenes, Dallin Day and Sienna 
Griffiths for being great MCs and all the community for being respectful and participating in the Reconcili-
ation Assembly. 

 



 

Maths and Science  

This term year 7 and 8 had the opportunity to attend the 

Questacon Science Circus at school.  The Questacon scientists 

took the students on a wonderful journey exploring states of 

matter through liquid nitrogen and the effects of pressure on 

different objects and systems.  It was marvellous to hear the 

students’ conversations as they predicted what they thought 

would happen and why.  There were lots of loud bangs, 

squeals of excitement and – dare I say it – some learning. A 

huge thanks to Ms Bugledich for organising such a wonderful 

experience. 

The ICAS Science competition happened on Tuesday 29th 

May. Thank you to Mrs Mayils for organising this competition 

and good luck to all the competitors.   

Belconnen High School also had two teams competing in the 

Da Vinci Decathlon on 31 May.  This was a wonderful learning 

experience and a fun day for all. Well done to our students – I 

am sure they have done us proud. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mental Health Issues and Young People: FREE Parenting Forum 

Carers ACT is hosting a unique opportunity for parents, carers and friends to learn how to recognise the 

warning signs and better understand depression, suicide, eating disorders, deliberate self-harm and other 

mental health problems in young people. Mental illness in our youth – often known as the ‘invisible dis-

ease’ - is growing at an alarming rate with many parents at a loss on how to deal with it. The speaker will 

be Dr Michael Carr-Gregg, one of Australia’s leading experts in parenting and child and adolescent mental 

health and founder of CanTeen for teenagers with cancer.  Bookings essential. 

When: Tues 19 June 2018, 7-9pm, Hellenic Club, Woden  

More info: Ph 6296 9900 or email mhcarers@carersact.org.au  

Register : through Eventbrite http://bit.ly/2HIqSiy 

Cost: free 

mailto:mhcarers@carersact.org.au
https://apac01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2F2HIqSiy&data=02%7C01%7CEva.Hickman%40carersact.org.au%7C8f7a357137e84b229f0108d5b9aaba7a%7C1f2ce1c7a1324fc79cbca5c2e89e9245%7C1%7C1%7C636619065303724984&sdata=yrVR3FnOWl5tahunurnOpkCEA
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 NEWSLETTER  

May 2018 

 

Bunnings BBQ 

Thank you for the massive help from the parents that donat-
ed their time to helping the P&C raise just shy of $2000.  A 
fantastic effort for a day that didn’t know if it was going to 

rain or give you sunburn. 

  

The P&C will bank the money and wait till the renovation of 
the High School is complete and then direct money to where 
it is required.  The funds will be directed towards learning 

aids, outdoor teaching areas and the like. 

  

Quote of the day “Rock, Paper, Scissors to see who goes and 
tells Bill the burner went out” 

  

The P&C have put their name in for the next ballot, if suc-
cessful we hope to see you there 

  

Next Forum 

Due to the lack of responses regarding a Cyber Safety forum 
the next forum has been cancelled.  The P&C will try a new 
format in Term 3 to gauge if there is a better way to com-

municate with parents 

  

    

Coming Events 

 

Monday 

 30th July, 2018 

P&C/ PFG meeting 

Location TBD 

(In the New Building) 

6pm 

 

Uniform Shop 

Open every Friday 

During term 

2:30 to 3:00pm 

mailto:bhspfg@gmail.com






Piano Design Competition 
As part of the EAT, PLAY, MAKE- Arts and Technology Festival 2018, we are seeking a de-
sign that will be used to make-over a Hawker College piano.  All designs will be displayed 
for public viewing at the College Open Night on Thursday May 31 and again at the Festi-
val on June 7. Visitors will be encouraged to vote on their favourite design. The artist of 
the winning design will be invited back to the college to transform the piano with sup-
port and materials supplied from the Arts and Technology faculty. 

Our piano needs a makeover… 

 

ENTRIES DUE: Tuesday 29th May 2018 
Submitted to the Hawker College front office -51 Murranji Street Hawker.  







BHS Calendar Term  2 2018 

  

6 

WKB 

 

June 4th 

 

ACT 13 & O Boys 

Volleyball 

 

 

June 5th 

 

 

 

 

June 6th June 7th 

 

13&O Touch Finals 

AFL Boys Cup Nth 

June 8th 

 

 

 

 

  

7 

WKA 

  

June 11th 

 

Queen’s Birthday 

June 12th 

Assembly 

 

13&OVBall Finals 

 

June 13th 

 

ACT 12 & U  and 13 & 

O  Combined  Cross 

Country 

June 14th 

 

June 15th 

 8 

WKB 

 Excursion 

Free 

June 18th 

 

 

 

 

 

 

June 19th 

 

 

 

 

 

 

June 20th 

 

ACT 13 & O Girls & 

Boys  Hockey 

June 21st June 22nd 

  

9 

WKA 

June 25th 

 

 

Yr10 Work 

Experience 

 

 

June 26th  

Yr10 Work  

Experience 

 

Faculty Meeting 

June 27th 

 

AFL Finals 

 

Yr 10 Work  

Experience 

June 28th 

 

 

 

Yr 10 Work 

Experience 

June 29th 

 

World Challenge departs 

 

Yr 10 Work 

Experience 

  

10 

WKB 

July 2nd 

 

 

Road Ready Yr 10 

 

Exec Meeting 

July 3rd 

 

Road Ready Yr 10 

9am Wheelchair 

Sports NSW Road-

show 

 

 

July 4th 

 

Road Ready Yr 10 

 

 

July 5th  

 

Road Ready Yr 10 

Reports Issued 

(email) 

July 6 

Awards Assembly 

 

Term Concludes 

HOLIDAYS -  Saturday 7th July to Sunday 22nd July - return Monday 23rd July 

WEEK MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY  FRIDAY 


