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Caring for Students and Striving for Excellence 

Principal’s Report 

We now have the end of construction on the buildings in sight.  This week we have 

taken possession of the new Drama and Media area in the Hall.  We will move into 

these areas over the coming stand-down ready to use at the start of next term.  

On Friday the 24th May at 8:45 we will be official opening our new school.  Minister 

Berry, along with other dignitaries will be in attendance for this important milestone in 

the history of our school.  I wish to also invite all of our parents, past students and 

staff to attend. 

Next term will see the commencement of the final construction stage of our 

Modernisation project, the western end of the playground area.  I will talk more about 

this in the next newsletter. 

 

School Uniform 

Thank you to all parents for supporting your child in wearing our uniform.  There is no 

more important symbol of our school than the uniform.  The uniform was designed to 

display our logo on the outer most layer.  This is the one that is seen.  Our second-

hand uniform shop does have jumpers, polar fleece tops and some coats available.  I 

also urge any parent who needs assistance with the uniform to please contact the 

school. 

 

Staffing next term 

Next term we welcome Ms. McKay who will be in the role of SLC for Science and 

Mathematics.  I would also like to thank Ms. Holmes for her work with us in this role, 

particularly the set up of these areas at the start of the year. 

Ms. Tully is leaving us at the end of this term.  I wish to thank her for her work and 

dedication to the students of our school over her time with us and wish her well in the 

Northern Territory. 

 



Mid-Semester Reports and Parent/Teacher Evening 

Mid-semester Reports for all students were emailed home in week 9 and this week the school held the 

first of the Parent/Teacher evenings for the year.  The Parent/Teacher evenings coincide with the mid-

semester reports so that parents and the school can work together to assist our students to achieve their 

best.  If any parent was unable to attend the interviews, please contact any teacher who will be happy to 

discuss your child’s progress at any time. 

 

Year 10 Leadership Program 

This year we have renewed our Year 10 leadership program.  The year 10s are still supporting our year 7 

students in their pastoral care groups and attended the Yr. 7 camp.  However, this year we are now  

running a class for the Yr. 10s where they lead a project in the school. 

 

P&C AGM 

Earlier this term the P&C held the annual AGM, here at the school.  I am pleased to announce the  

following Executive members of the school’s P&C for 2019:  

President:  Gess Sottile 

Secretary:  Karen Brown 

Treasurer:  Brian Selmes 

I look forward to a productive year in working with the P&C Committee. 

 

School Board 

The School Board for 2018 conducted their final meeting earlier this term.  I wish to thank the retiring 

members of the Board.  Nominations were received for Parent, Staff and Student representatives for the 

2019 Board.  The School Board for 2019 was appointed on the 1st of April and will meet on the 21st May.  

At this meeting the new Board Chair will be elected. 

 

The 2019 School Board is: 

 

I wish all of the Belconnen families a restful and safe holiday period and look forward to working  

together next term. 

 

Parent Rep 1: Petrina Olds Student Rep 1: Sam Baloilio (yr. 10) 

Parent Rep 2: Nicole Harris Student Rep 2: Samantha Kim (yr. 10) 

Parent Rep 3: Marka Selmes Principal: David McCarthy 

Staff Rep 1: Janet Cooke Appointed Member:   

Staff Rep 2: Eva Bugledich     



‘In the building in your bag’ – Mobile phones at Belconnen High School 

The use of mobile phones in schools is a much talked about topic in the wider community and within 

our own school. Smartphones, in particular, are being named as huge distractions to learning, some-

thing we have seen at Belconnen High School.  

What are mobile phones great for?  

As a communication device, mobile phones, when used appropriately, offer students and parents ease 

of communication and a sense of personal safety.  

What are the major disadvantages? 

Mobile phones can negatively impact the learning environment, leading to distractions and time 

wasting. Additionally, constant connectivity removes the focus from developing friendships and hin-

ders full participation in the school community and the quality of social interactions. Inappropriate use 

of mobile devices could also include students using them to intimidate others through any form of 

messaging and image sharing. 

What are we trialling at Belconnen High School? 

At Belconnen High School students are expected to use mobile devices in a safe, responsible and ethi-

cal manner.  

Students may bring their phone to school but during class time and when in the building students will 

need to have their phone on silent and away in their bag or other safe location.  

We will remind students of this by using the phrase ‘In the building in your bag’. This will include all 

school buildings at all times during the school day. 

Students are also reminded that when bringing any valuables to school they must take full care and 

responsibility for their property. 

Teachers may permit students to use mobile phones in class for educational purposes but in a very 

controlled manner, however, generally the student’s chromebook/laptop device is a suitable alterna-

tive.  

How can parents help? 

Parents can work in partnership with our staff by encouraging their children to follow the school ex-

pectations. For example, encourage them not to send messages during school hours and by not re-

sponding to messages when it is reasonable to do so.  

In an age where we are spending many waking hours engaged with Technology, it is a challenge for 

schools to manage. We believe in and actively support the need for the restriction of mobile phone 

usage during school time to ensure effective learning and we appreciate your ongoing support.  

 

Rebecca Pearce 

Deputy Principal 



IMORTANT—SCHOOL PROCEDURE REMINDERS   

Absence from School 

When a student is absent from school for any reason an explanation is required from the parents. This 

is a legal requirement. Phone calls (6142 1698) or emails (absences_blch@ed.act.edu.au) are appreci-

ated but the student may also bring a written explanation on their return to school. If an explanation 

is not provided after 3 days, the roll teacher will contact the parent/guardian. 

Notes should state: 

• the date/s of the absence/s; 

• the reason for the absence/s; 

• the child's full name; 

the signature and name of parent/guardian. 

The student should hand the note to their roll teacher. 

Lateness 

Students are expected to be at school: 

• by 8.40am for roll call; 

When late to school (i.e. after 8.50 am) students must: 

• report to Student Services 

• provide a signed note from a parent / guardian satisfactorily explaining the lateness. 

(Unsatisfactory explanations include such reasons as slept in, etc.) 

• the Rolls Officer will issue a late pass for entry into class 

Leaving Class and/or School 

Pass From Class 

It is expected that students will remain in their classes for the whole lesson. 

When it is necessary for a student to leave class (e.g. to go on an important errand, go to the toilet, to 

seek First Aid assistance), the teacher must issue a signed and completed Pass from Class slip or a 

note stating the reason for the pass including the time and date. 

 

mailto:absences_blch@ed.act.edu.au


Permission to Leave School 

If it is necessary for a student to leave school during school hours, they must: 

• bring a note signed by a parent/guardian stating why the student needs to leave school and 

time the student is required to leave; 

• take the note to Student Services before school commences, recess or lunch  

• Student Services will send for the student during class time. 

When a student requests to leave school for any reason that has not been pre-arranged with the 

parent and explained with a note, the parent will be contacted and verbal permission gained from 

the parent, before the student is permitted to leave school premises. 

Sickness 

• Students who are unwell should report to the front office staff with a note from their teacher. 

• Students who are sick in class are required to obtain a signed note from their class teacher and 

report to the front office staff. 

• Students who are unwell may be accompanied by another person to ensure they reach the front 

office staff safely. 

• A student must not leave school or go to sickbay without first seeing the front office 

staff.  Parents will be contacted if it is advisable for the student to go home and will be signed out of 

school from the front office. 

Medication will not be given without the permission of a parent. This includes paracetamol. 

 

Learning Support Science 

On Tuesday, 15 of the learning support students went out on an excursion to the National Zoo 

and Aquarium.   

This was to help aid our students who are currently studying animals and their habitats in order 

to create their own model habitat that an animal might live in. Everyone involved had a great 

time throughout the day, with lots of animals to see and things to do. Our students even got to 

feed some of the animals and hold snakes! 

The day was a great success! 



SCHOOL CULTURE & COMMUNITY  
 

 

 

 

 

Schools across Australia are taking action and supporting the 2019 theme -  

Bullying. No Way! Take action every day. 

 

Belconnen High was one of the registered schools who supported this important day. 

As a whole school we focused our Week 6 CARE lessons on projects, discussions and group work tar-

geting Bullying. No Way!  

Please find a link below to access the NDA website for additional information. 

https://bullyingnoway.gov.au/NationalDay 

 

BREAKFAST CLUB 

Breakfast Club runs every Wednesday morning from 7:30am in the Main Quad. Big thanks to Young Life 

for their ongoing support; they supply volunteers and the healthy food options each week.  It’s a won-

derful atmosphere so please come down and join in the fun! 

 

STUDENT REPRESENTATIVE COUNCIL (SRC) 

Congratulations to the following students for their successful selection on the Student Representative 

Council.  On Thursday week 10 all SRC members attended a planning day at Hawker College. 

 

Year 7:  

Aadhya Singh, Abdul Rehmani, Zoe Blackmore and Sarah Badman 

 

Year 8:  

Aran Azfar, Tom Holthouse, Isobel Graham, Brianna Boyes, Caiden Roach and Cassie de Jong 

 

Year 9: 

Kieran Truelsen, Kelly Chen, Jimmy Gennaro, Jessica Weston, Beth Sims and Brianna Barbour 

 

https://bullyingnoway.gov.au/NationalDay


 

Sports Report 

It has certainly been a really busy term!!! 

An amazing swimming carnival, AIS for our athletics carnival for the first time and several other teams 

out representing the school at various other sporting events. 

Our Cross Country takes place early term 2 on Friday 10th May at Stromlo Forest Park. A information 

and permission note will be handed soon with all the details. 

 

Girls Basketball 

The 7/8 team did really well winning 1 out of their 4 games. The girls displayed excellent coachability 

traits, they found the first half of their first game really challenging and had 20 points scored against 

them. We re-grouped, focused on a few key strategies and during the second half the opposing team 

scored just 4 points. This became a similar trait throughout the day with the girls narrowly losing to 

some very skilled teams and taking home one convincing win. A great day was had by all, Belconnen 

High School was represented by a bunch of champions!  

 

The Girls 9/10 Basketball team had a great day. We started the day with a difficult match where we 

faced up to a more experienced and much taller team. However, we played well and learnt a lot about 

our ability to play as a strong team. Throughout the competition we improved every match and the de-

velopment from our first game to our last game was huge and we took out the final match with a com-

fortable win. Well done girls for the team work and improvement shown throughout the day! MVP for 

the day was Jayda Callaway.  

 

Boys Basketball 

The Boys 7/8 Basketball team had a very tough draw. Our first two games were against the teams who 

ended up winning the entire day and challenged us from the very beginning. The boys kept their heads 

high and continued to show sportsmanship and fantastic dedication to the matches even when things 

weren’t going their way. Coaches from other schools commented on how well they kept their heads up 

and the team work they showed throughout the day. MVP for the day was Lebron Alofipo.  

There was a lot of stiff competition in order to select a team of 10 to take to the gala day. The boys all 

showcasing different strengths and giving the coach a selection headache. 

We lost a few players due to injuries and ended up taking a solid squad of 7 on the day. 

They played three tough matches, and had one of the most difficult draws possible, coming up against 

squads who contained several ACT representatives and strong basketball players. 

While taking comprehensive defeats against two of our games, the score didn’t reflect the way that the 

boys played. They were able to hold their own against some strong teams with the only real difference 

being an ability to score baskets. The boys suffered a close defeat in their second game, with a few 

things going our way we could have come away with the victory. 



Girls Touch Footy 

 

The girls headed out to the day feeling hesitant to be participating in a Year 9-10 competition with most 

of our students being in Year 7 and 8.  However the girls came out triumphant, winning every game and 

making it to the grand finale.  Unfortunately, Daramalan’s senior team slightly out-ran our girls to force 

us to concede our first loss.  Placing second from twelve teams the girls have another opportunity to 

showcase their skills in early May. Players player went to Nina Zaravac for excellent sportsmanship, 

game play and scoring three phenomenal tries. Well done girls.  

Boys Touch Footy 

 

Although we unfortunately did not get a win on the day, our boys team were competitive in all 5 of the 

matches that they played at the carnival. Once again like all of our teams that represent the school, they 

were great ambassadors for the school. MVP was Harry Francis, who was a fantastic leader!!! 

 

Buroinjin Gala Day 2019  

 

Belconnen High School was represented by two teams at the Buroijin Gala Day. It was an excellent day 

where all students played throughout the day with fun and enthusiasm and enjoyed a BBQ lunch. Our 

teams were congratulated on their respectful behaviour by one of the referees. Thanks goes to Mrs 

Swiziriduk and Mrs Rowe for taking the teams on the day. Most of all I would like to congratulate all the 

players for playing with yindyamarra. 

 



 

BUROINJIN GALA DAY—2019  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



The Athletics Carnival last Friday was held at the AIS and this was the first time in over 16 years that it 

hadn’t been held at the Charnwood Oval. The thought behind holding it at the AIS was that we have this 

state of the art facility here in Canberra so why not use it. As it turned out it was a cracker of a day and 

both students and staff enjoyed the carnival. Participation was high in all events and many house points 

were raised. I would like to congratulate Jacob Davill in Year 10 for breaking the 800m school record. The 

school leadership group provided Soft Taco’s for sale and I believe there was a total of $700 raised on 

the day. We had well over 300 students who attended the carnival and we intend on holding next years 

carnival at the AIS again. A special thankyou to Katie Beattie and Carina Olivares for all their hard work 

in  organizing this carnival. Next Term on Friday of week  

Athletics Carnival 



CONNECTING TO COUNTRYfin 
 

Walking on Country and Collecting Feathers 

 

The Connecting to Country classes in term 2 2018, about 100 students were involved in a Wiradjuri Art 

Project  by Kamilaroi Wiradjuri artist Jonathan Jones who works closely with Wiradjuri Elder Dr Uncle 

Stan Grant (Srn) to create art works based on Wiradjuri philosophies  that look at the element such as 

dhawura (wind). Dhawura brings change, knowledge and ideas to those prepared to listen. Connected 

to the ghawura are budyaan (birds), who know the dhawura best. So he made a callout for thousands 

of gawurra (feathers). 

We walked the school grounds and searched for gawurra. We did this with yindyamarra, gently walk-

ing, listening and observing. Many students collected more gawurra from home. A special mention to 

Dallan Day, Sienna Griffiths and Jaimie Woodbridge as they contributed many gawurra. 

The installation has taken time as Jonathan involves the Wiradjuri community in helping to create the 

2000 individual sculptures. In January I giri-nya-la-nha with Jonathan and he thanked our students for 

their contribution. The art work is being exhibited in the Queensland Art Gallery, Gallery of Modern Art 

and is called  Giran 2018. 

It is reminiscent map of the intersecting dhawura currents, evoking budyaan in flight.  The installation 

brings  culture, language and philosophy of the Wiradjuri people to all Australians through art. The cir-

cling murmuration of flying birds, Jonathan has created the 2000 scuptors based on traditional tools. 

Each tool is bound by two meters of handmade string and a small bundle of gawurra – found treasures 

carefully gathered and sent to Jonathan Jones from across Australia. 

Mandang guwu, we were contributors to an amazing project. 

13th of December. Many parents came and the gold coin charity do-



 



 

Connecting to Country Class Excursions 

In week 9 the four Connecting to Country classes walked on Country around our school. We visited a 

Scar Tree that is on Murranji Street, thought about how old the tree is and how the tree has been 

used over time. We see the tree has been made safe and due to the many hollows there are numer-

ous budyaan living in the tree. 

 

We also ventured to The Pinnacle and walked along the path seeing culturally significant places and 

reading the landscape, finishing our walk at the summit and viewing the landscape. We looked at the 

ancient pathways connected to rivers, the beauty of the landscape in which we live and work. I gave 

an Acknowledgement of Country which had a special meaning as we were on Country and could take 

in the importance of the meaning of acknowledging the Ngunnawal Elders knowledge of the land and 

the ongoing connection to Country. 

 

I would like to thank all the students as they walked with Yindyamarra, acknowledged the Country 

and had fun. Also I would like to thank  Mrs Swiridziuk, Mrs Rowe and Mrs Pearce for joining us on 

our Walks. 

 

 

 

 



Science and Maths Faculty 

Well, Term 1 is finished and its time for our students to have a well earned rest.  Science classes have 

been very busy with practical reports on scientific experiments and investigations, tests, and practical 

tests.  Our Maths classes have also been busy with tests and investigations, including devising their own 

surveys and determining whether Leonardo Da Vinci was on to something with body proportions.  Our 

year 8 students have even been solving crimes using maths! 

 

Our Forensic Science students went on a fabulous excursion to the Discovery Centre at CSIRO.  They 

conducted a series of tests including soil analysis, hair analysis, fingerprinting and blood typing.  It was 

great fun and a really educational experience for our budding Forensic Scientists.  Thanks to Ms Bu-

gledich and Mr Heeney.   

NAPLAN  

 

As mentioned in our previous newsletter, NAPLAN Online tests will be conducted in Week 3 and 4 of 

Term 2.  A practice test session was held on 28 March to familiarise students with the NAPLAN platform 

and test features. 

 

The NAPLAN testing timetable will be as follows: 

 

Writing Test  - Tuesday, 14 May 

Reading Test – Wednesday, 15 May 

Conventions of Language Test – Thursday, 16 May 

Numeracy Test – Friday, 17 May 

 



Students will need their government chrome book to access the NAPLAN online test.  If students do 

not have a government chrome book, they will need to tell their PCG teacher so that they can borrow 

a school Chrome book on the day of the NAPLAN tests.   It is possible to install the NAPLAN browser on 

to laptops or other devices.  If students wish to do this, they will need to contact the Deputy, Rebecca 

Pearce, in week 1 next Term so the school can organise the proper installation. 

 

Students and parents can become familiar with NAPLAN Online by completing mini-tests available in 

the public demonstration site: 

 http://nap.edu.au/online-assessment/publicdemonstration-site 

If you would like further information or have any concerns about NAPLAN please contact Rebecca 

Pearce via email on Rebecca.pearce@ed.act.edu.au 

 

Competitions 

 

There are several competitions coming up for students to enrich their learning in both Maths and Sci-

ence.   

 

Maths Competition 

One of the largest annual events on the Australian education calendar, the AMC was the first competi-

tion of its kind in Australia and is now one of the largest of its type in the world. More than 30 coun-

tries participate each year. The competition aims to be accessible to all students from Years 3 to 12, 

not just the mathematically gifted. There is an emphasis on problem solving, a valuable life skill, and 

the questions are designed to be fun for the student. Get involved and test your mathematics 

knowledge. Permission notes will be available from the start of Term 2 from the Maths/Science 

Staffroom. The cost will be $6.50 and will be held during class time on 1st of August. Notes are due 

back in by the 31st of May 2019. 

 

Chemistry Quiz 

2019 has been declared the “International Year of the Periodic Table” marking the 150th anniversary 

of the Mendeleev Periodic Table of Elements. You are invited to celebrate the study of Chemistry and 

recognise its importance by registering your child for the Australian National Chemistry Quiz (ANCQ). 

Come and get involved in the Quiz and test your knowledge of Chemistry. The cost will be $6.00 and 

will be held during class time on the 30th July 2019. Permission Notes will be available from the start 

of Term 2 in the Maths/Science Faculty Staff Room. See Mr Stuart if you need you need more infor-

mation. Notes are due back in by the 31st of May 2019. 

 

 

http://nap.edu.au/online-assessment/publicdemonstration-site
mailto:Rebecca.pearce@ed.act.edu.au


 

ARTS AND TECHNOLOGY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Homework Alert 

 

The Federal Election has been called. Excited?  I am!  No really, I am!  Australia is in a very small 

club of countries who manage to choose leaders in a transparent and democratic man-

ner.  Think about that.  But homework?  

 

Students, your job, nay, duty, in the next month or so, is to listen to the politicians and the pun-

dits (political analysers) and think about which candidate’s plan suits you.  You might be in-

spired…..or underwhelmed – but either way, it is your civic duty to pay attention, to have con-

versations and to think about the ideas. Everyone is depending on you. 

 

Be well, 

Cameron Foster 

Humantities 



P&C NEWS 



IMPORTANT!  

Changes to Action services commence April 29! 

 

 

On Monday 29th April, Transport Canberra’s new bus network will commence operation.   Please read 

the below information which will also include the new bus routes and timetables required for Belcon-

nen High School students. This information is also available in print out version via the link below: 

https://www.transport.act.gov.au/getting-around/new-network/1-month-free-travel 

To celebrate the launch of the new network Transport Canberra will provide a month of free travel 

when passengers use their MyWay card. The free travel period will encourage Canberrans who cur-

rently don’t use public transport to give it a go whilst allowing current customers to adjust and navi-

gate the new network. 

A month of free travel applies from Monday, 29 April 2019 to Sunday, 26 May 2019 on every bus and 

light rail journey. 

In order to travel for free, customers will need to make sure they: 

• have a MyWay card. 

• tap on when they get on a bus or get to a light rail stop. 

• tap off when they get off a bus or at a light rail stop. 

• have a positive balance on their MyWay card. 

Customers who do not have a MyWay card will need to buy a single ticket from a bus driver or ticket 

vending machine. Additionally, customers who do not tap on and tap off for their trip will be charged 

a default fare. 

 

More information, including terms and conditions, can be found at: 

 

https://www.transport.act.gov.au/getting-around/new-network/1-month-free-travel 

https://www.transport.act.gov.au/tickets-and-myway/get-myway
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