
 

Newsletter Title 

DATES 

Term 1 2018 

March 14th-16th 
Ocean Sport 
Camp 

March 20th 
Assembly 

March 30th 
Good Friday 

April 2nd     
Easter Monday 

April 5th  
Reports Issued 

April 9th 
Assembly 

April 10th      
Year 7 
Immunisation 

April 10th 
Parent /Teacher 
Interviews          
4-7pm 

April 13th    
Term concludes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March 09  2018 

 
Caring for Students and Striving for Excellence 

Principal’s Report 

Welcome back to the 2018 school year to all of the Belconnen families.  This year 
we have welcomed our Year 7 cohort, who have continued to grow in size each 
year for the last three.  This growth sees our population return to around the 430 
students. 

We have also returned to the Building works on stage 1 well underway.  Over the 
holidays the preparatory works where done and now we are really seeing it take 
shape as the internal walls are now going up.  Parents should be receiving the 
fortnightly update produced by the builders, Cockram Constructions.  If this is not 
the case please contact the front office and we can ensure they get to you. 

It was also great to see all of our students prepared and eager to start the year.  
My thanks go to all of the parents and staff for their hard work in preparing for 
the new school year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcome to our New Staff 

Firstly, I would like to welcome the new staff to the school: 

Sam Holmes – SLC Science/Maths 

Ellen Wang – Science/Maths 

Preetha Mayilvahan – Science/Maths 

Andrew Stuart – Science/Maths 

Fay Matthews – Humanities 

Angela Van Dyk – Humanities 

Glen Parr – Humanities 

Katie McLellan – PE/LS 

Liz Chester – PE/LS 

Karen Rowe – Tech/Arts (Drama) 

Shane Harris – Finance/Staffing Officer 

Mandy Gray - Chaplain 



Key Staff in the School 

By now, each parent will have been contacted by your son or daughter’s Pastoral Care Group (PCG) 
Teacher to open the communication channels.  I encourage parents to contact the school through the 
PCG Teacher, as a first port of call, at any time.  This teacher has daily contact with the students in 
their group and may often be able to provide information quickly.  To also help you know what is  
coming up in the school you should also be receiving the “Daily Notices”.  This information is meant for 
students and read each morning in their PCG groups.  It may also be helpful for parents to know which 
staff have a key role within the school.  They are listed below: 

 

 

 

The best way to contact any of the above staff is through the school reception on 6142 1690. 

 

What we are focusing on this Year 

The modernisation project will continue to be a major focus for us this year with stage 1 due for    
completion at the end of Term 2.  In week 10 we will have a changeover period where we move into 
the completed stage 1 areas and out of the areas for stage 2 construction.  This will see the removal of 
the temporary buildings in the Quad and the relocation of the canteen.  Stage 2 will include both floors 
of the North-western corner of the main building and the Hall.  To explain these plans in more detail 
the Parent Forum Group is hosting a forum on Monday 26th March at 6pm in the school Library.             
I would urge all parents to attend. 

 

When our building is completed it will provide us with a facility that will enable us to deliver the   
learning to our students in a collaborative way that will better prepare them with the skills that are 
required in the 21st century.  As a staff we are preparing for that now.  The professional learning in  
January and continuing through the year will focus on the new pedagogies our staff will be using in our 
new facility. 

STAFF RESPONSIBILITY 

Diana Whymark Deputy Principal, Curriculum(PEP Coordinator) 

Rebecca Pearce Deputy Principal, Students 

Sue Smith Student Services 

Belinda Chaplin School Culture & Community 

Rebecca Cowan Technology/IT/Home Science/The Arts 

Andrea Donaldson Humanities (English/Languages/ SoSE/EALD) 

Sam Holmes Maths/Science 

Andrew Fillery PE/Learning Support 

Anna Friedewald Professional Practice 

Maree Hardwicke Business Manager 

Jennifer Butler School Psychologist (4 days/week: Monday to Thursday) 

Fiona Bridges Yr.7 Coordinator 

Ellie Harries Yr.8 Coordinator 

Ash Brown Yr.9 Coordinator 

James McAuliffe Yr.10 Coordinator 



We are also continuing our journey as a Professional Learning Community (PLC).  To Ensure our students 
learn is at the heart of this journey. 

As the educators of the school we have adopted two core beliefs that are driving this: 

1. All of our students can learn 

All of our students will learn because of what we (school staff) do 

In line with our direction we are continuing with “Catch–up Club in the Library.  The library is a place in 
which students are able to come to either get help with their learning or to work independently on their 
learning.  “Catch-up Club” is run each Break 1.  It is staffed by a Teacher who is able to assist students 
with their learning and assignments.  Students are able to refer themselves or maybe referred by a 
teacher.  If students are referred by one of their teachers they are required to attend Catch-up Club until 
they have demonstrated their learning or submitted their assignment.  

 

We will also be continuing what it is to be a school we are proud to come to, work at and send our     
children to, that is: 

1. Being Connected to our School:  The pride our students are showing in their school with their        
uniform is both obvious and fantastic.  I would like to thank all of the parents and carers for supporting 
the school uniform and helping all of our students feel connected to their school. 

2. Being Organised:  This focus will continue this year in all classes and in Pastoral care each morning.  
All students will receive in their CARE classes vital resources: including The “Get Sorted” Handbook, 2nd 
Edition and the Study Skills Guide.  In their CARE classes students will be learning how to use the          
resources and to be more organized.  The students will have received an individualized academic         
calendar for each student, please see below.  Please look out for these and assist your child with their 
organization. 

BYOD: This year the ACT government has provided all students from years 7 to 11 with a Chromebook.  
Parents are still able to take up this offer; if you wish to do this please contact the front office for         
assistance. 

Mid-Semester Reports, Semester Outlines and Academic Calendars 

Mid- Semester reports will be issued to students on Thursday 5th April in time for the parent/teacher  
interviews on the following Tuesday night, 10th April.  Please ensure you discuss the report with your 
child and make appointments with teachers where required. 

The individualized Semester Outlines for the classes that are studied by each student and the Academic 
Calendar for each student where issued last week.  The calendar highlights the weighting and due date 
for all pieces of assessment for the semester.  This package is a vital tool in assisting students to be      
organized in their study and to submit their work on time.  Your student’s PCG Teacher has access to 
these and will supply them to parents on request. 

New Program for Years 7&8 – Connecting to Country 

This year we have proudly introduced a new program for all years 7&8 students.  The program entitled 
“Connecting to Country” focuses on the cultural heritage and languages of the indigenous nations of our 
area.  The program is being developed in collaboration with our families and the Education Directorate.  
Connecting to Country has replaced our traditional languages program of Indonesian and French. 

 

 

 



School Rules 

The school rules are an important part of how we guide the behaviour at our school:  Please take the 
time to ask your child about the 2 school Taboos and the 5 Classroom Rules. 

They are: 

Two School Taboos:  These are things that will not be tolerated, under any circumstances, at Belconnen 
High School and will result in a suspension from school.  They are: 

Violence towards others  

Swearing at a Staff member 

5 Classroom Rules that are the same in all of our classrooms: 

Be on Time 

Be Ready to Learn 

Use Respectful Language 

Be Respectful of Resources and the Environment 

Use Electronic Devices Appropriately 

School Website 

The school website can be viewed at www.blch.act.edu.au .  Please take note of the Absences link that 
will automatically send an email to our Student attendance Officer (Hillary) when your child is absent. 

Year 7 Information Night 

Also contributing to the great start for year 7 students was the Year 7 Information Night held at the 
school.  The night was a mix of information from each of the learning areas and a chance to speak with 
individual staff.  The evening was well attended by families.  Again I wish to thank staff and families for 
this great night. 

School Board and P&C 

The School Board for 2017 will conduct their final meeting this term.  I wish to thank the retiring       
members of the Board for their work.  Nominations have now closed for the vacant positions for the 
2018 Board.  The School Board for 2018 will be appointed on the 1st of April and I will introduce the 
Board members in the next newsletter. 

Communication with the School 

With all that we are aiming to achieve at the school it is vital that we are able to enlist the support of our 
community.  This is best achieved through effective communication.  I strongly encourage all parents to 
have regular communication with the school by contacting staff or P&C members.  As the Principal, I 
highly value the feedback I receive from parents and would any encourage parents to make a time to talk 
with me. 

 

David McCarthy 

http://www.blch.act.edu.au


Connecting to Country  

 

In 2018 we have introduced Aboriginal Languages of our region as the Language course for Belconnen 
High School.  All Years 7 and 8 students will cycle through the semester course called Connecting to 
Country. The students will learn language and culture. We are starting with the our area where the    
students live, Ngunnawal Country and then will look at the surrounding regional Countries of Ngario, 
Gundungurra, Yuin and Wiradjuri.  
 

 
 
Through learning the original languages of Australia all students have the opportunity to develop a 
deeper appreciation of the nature and diversity of languages and cultures, and acquire knowledge and 
skills necessary to learn and understand an Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander language, culture and 
Country. Students will develop the knowledge, understanding and skills needed to  
 Communicate in the language 
 Understand language and culture 
 
Each Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander language is unique to the Country/Place on which it arose. It 
gives voice to the landscapes, thoughts and ways of seeing and interpreting the world. When the        
language of the land is spoken, it brings together all of the elements of the landscape and its people. It 
encompasses the relationships of these people with one another and with the landscape, past, present 
and future. The learning of an Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander language incorporates the realities of 
its people and facilitates students’ deep engagement with knowledge, ways of being and ways of   
knowing. It develops in students an understanding of historical, current and ongoing connection to 
Country/Place and culture. 
 
Anne O’Neill 
SLC LOTE 
 



Maths and Science 

Maths and Science are off to a great start this year. In Science, 

Years 7, 8 and 10 have all started with Chemistry and Year 9 are 

studying Physics.  In Maths, Year 7s are studying Directed      

Number, Year 8s are learning about Percentages, Year 9 have 

completed Pythagoras’ Theorem and are launching into     

Trigonometry and Year 10 are studying Algebra.   

I strongly encourage all students to revise their maths and    

science studies regularly.  This may take the shape of a conversation with you 

though.  If you can encourage your child to tell you, maybe even teach you, what 

they learnt that day, this can be a great form of revision.  Students will also have 

tasks to complete on Mathspace most weeks too.  If 

you haven’t already done so, please ensure your 

child has a scientific calculator.  It will make their 

studies in  mathematics so much easier! 

 

PAT Tests 

All Year 7 students and new students in Years 8, 9 and 10 have been doing Progressive Achievement 

Testing (Pat-Testing) for Maths and English of late as a way of providing some base line data for our 

school.  In case you haven’t heard of Pat-Testing, it is a system which focuses on assessing  and          

monitoring student growth over time and is underpinned by an understanding that students of the same 

age and in the same year of school can be at very different points in their     

learning and development.  The data we receive helps us to identify strengths 

and weaknesses in our teaching and enables us to more easily tailor our teaching 

to the needs of the individual learners.   

NAPLAN  

The aim this year is to have all NAPLAN tests completed on line.  There will be 

more information coming out later this term but there are a few key dates that you may be interested in. 

Since completing the test online will be a new experience, all year 7s and year 9s will be doing a practice 

test online in March 2018.  This will expose the students to how the online test will look and work as well 

as test that the system will cope with every year 7 and 9 students in the ACT being on the internet and 

server at the same time.   

Year 9 will complete their online NAPLAN test on 22nd March and year 7 will conduct their online test on 

23rd March.   

The formal NAPLAN testing will happen in Week 3 of Term 2 from 15th – 18th of May and will cover 

writing, reading, conventions of language and numeracy.   Any students who miss these days will have an 

opportunity to catch up during week 4. 

If you would like further information about NAPLAN, please have a look at the NAPLAN website:     

http://www.nap.edu.au  or contact me, Samantha Holmes, to discuss any issues or concerns you may 

have.   

 

https://mail.ed.act.edu.au/owa/redir.aspx?C=_OSHaXPLUoKYj3FrozKBxsQ32HW7QW87XtU3yfuz2hPTy_OzoHjUCA..&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.nap.edu.au


School Culture and Community 

I’d like to welcome Mandy Gray our new school Chaplain to the Pastoral Care Team.  She has come 

across from Hawker College and will be working with us on Tuesday and Wednesdays for Semester 

One.  Mandy is an accredited Social Worker and has an extensive history working with children and 

young people in the community welfare field.  We are very excited to have Mandy as part of the       

Pastoral Care team. 

2018 Programs 

At Belconnen High School we run several different youth programs both at school and in the broader 

community.  These programs are aimed at increasing student connectedness to Belconnen High School 

and increasing the profile of our school in the Belconnen community.  This semester we have the      

following programs running: 

Breakfast Club Is held every Wednesday morning from 7:30am in the Lower Link.  We work in      

partnership with Young Life who provides the food for the students and volunteers to attend and help 

serve.  

Next week Breakfast Club will be themed around Harmony Day.  There will be activities and lots of   

orange coloured breakfast available for our students.  So come on down to the Lower Link on    

Wednesday 21st March to join in the celebrations. 

Shine Girl is a young women’s self-esteem program for teenage girls that aims to inspire young  

women to build confidence, and have an understanding of self-worth, inner strength and purpose.  

This program helps participants to develop skills that assist them in their journey through adolescence 

and beyond. Each week focuses on a new theme which includes identity, decision making, resilience, 

and leadership. This term the program is offered to year 7 and 8 girls with the aim of building           

confidence and connectedness within this group. The program is held at Belconnen High School and is 

presented by Mandy Gray our school Chaplain. 

Cranleigh helpers is a program dedicated to selected students who volunteer at the Cranleigh 

School and work with students with a disability.  Students attend once a week for a few hours and play 

an important support role for many younger students.  We have a strong partnership with Cranleigh 

School and they are very excited to have our students on board again this year. 

 

Bungee Youth Resilience Program 

During Semester 2 last year we had 6 hardworking students apart of the Bungee Youth Resilience    

Program.  Bungee is an inclusive program that promotes emotional wellbeing through the arts. Bungee 

supports young people (aged 5 – 18) to participate in activities designed to build resilience, enhance 

well-being, social connections and build positive emotional health. 

The program worked in partnership with Ginninderry estate, where the students had the opportunity 

to design and develop clay tiles that would be displayed at the community space outside the              

Information Centre at Ginninderry.    



Questacon Incursion 

We are very excited to be able to offer a Questacon incursion next term for years 7 and 8.  On       Thurs-

day, 10th May (Week 2, Term 2) Questacon will be performing their Shell Questacon Science     Circus.  

Year 8s will see the show from 9am to 10am and year 7 are scheduled from 11.30am – 12.30pm.  I am 

sure it will be a wonderful event with lots of fun and interaction from our students.  A big thank you to 

Ms Bugledich for organising this fun and educational activity! 

Sam Holmes                                                                                                                                                                

SLC Maths/Science                                                                                                                                                             

    

    

                 

 

Throughout the program students took a number of field trips to the location, as well as a cultural    

exploration of the area that was led by Local History Project and Ngunawal Elder, Wally Bell.  The     

students worked collaboratively over the semester to complete all their clay tiles.    

The final session of the program the students transferred these tiles on the concrete plinth. An          

exhibition to unveil the mosaic creation, named “Ginninderra Creek” was held in conjunction with the 

Community and Christmas event hosted by Ginninderry.  A number of participants and their families 

attended the unveiling event. Through observations and feedback from participants and families it was 

evident the sense of pride and achievement the participants felt at the unveiling of the project and 

leaving their legacy behind. 

The students involved in this program were Lexi Bennet, Rachel Van Der Sterren, Sam Harden,  

Michelle Fendwick, Rhianna Hutchings and  Jessica Sheldrick.  Congratulations on a wonderful   

achievement! 

Belinda Chaplin  
School Culture & Community SLC 

https://www.google.com.au/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjol7WIs9bZAhXHm5QKHWx2CpEQjRx6BAgAEAY&url=https%3A%2F%2Fcristyburne.com%2Fshell-questacon-science-circus-2001%2F&psig=AOvVaw3X-6irLcDZwYx-ptpcfb_J&ust=15203810




Tuning in to Teens – Emotionally Intelligent Parenting 

Tuning in to Kids™ is a parenting program that helps children learn to understand and regulate their 
emotions.  
Previous research has found that parenting styles can influence a child’s emotional intelligence. Emo-
tional  
intelligence is the ability to understand and control your emotions, as well as being able to communi-
cate to others about how you feel. Children with good emotional intelligence often have better emo-
tional, social, and physical  
functioning, as well as fewer behavioural difficulties. 
 
The program teaches you about how you, as a parent, can help your child develop good emotional 
skills. It teaches parents: 

 awareness and regulation of their own emotions 

 awareness of their children’s emotions 

 to use children’s emotional experiences as an opportunity for closeness and teaching 

 skills in assisting children to verbally label and manage their emotions 

 skills in assisting children in problem solving 

to guide children’s behaviour with appropriate limits 

This program will run on Wednesday Evenings beginning on the 6th of May at 5:30pm to 7pm.  

Please email Sarah McCluskey at SMcCluskey@premierpsychology.com.au, if you would like any more 
information about the groups or to reserve a place in the group for Term 2! We look forward to hear-
ing from you soon! 

Uniform Shop 

Thanks everyone for your support of the uniform shop these first five weeks of Term 1 as you know we 
have been SUPER busy.  

We have had lots of donations recently and as a result have something of everything…including BOYS 
SHIRTS again…YAY!!! Limited numbers and sizes of all our winter jumpers and fleeces so first in best 

dressed as the weather cools down. 

A huge THANKS to our fantastic community, including our new ironing whizz- Marka J  

We will hold off the Yr 10  Westfield card draw til Wk 10 as we are still receiving donations from last 
year’s students. Remember if your name is not with the donation you won’t get a chance to win! 

Open every Friday 230-3pm 

Enquiries welcome any time via front office or Toni 0403 848 064 

mailto:SMcCluskey@premierpsychology.com.au


BHS Calendar Term  1 2018 

WEEK MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY  FRIDAY 

  

6 

WKB 

 

March 12th 

 

CANBERRA  

DAY 

March 13th  

 

 

March 14th 

 

Ocean Sorts Camp 

 

March 15th  

 

Ocean Sports Camp 

March 16th 

 

Ocean Sports Camp 

        

        

    

  

    

7 

WKA 

  

March 19th 

 

 

 

 

March 20th 

Assembly 

 

5.30pm  School 

Board Meeting  

March 21st  March 22nd  

 

Year 9 Practice 

Online NAPLAN 

March 23rd 

 

Year 7 Practice Online 

NAPLAN 

  

8 

WKB 

  

March 26th 

 

 

March 27th 

 

13 & O North Girls 

Basketball 

 

 

 

March 28th 

 

 

March 29th 

 

 

March 30th  

 

Good Friday 

  

9 

WKA 

April 2nd 

 

Easter Monday 

April 3rd 

 

 

 

April 4th April 5th 

 

Reports Issued 

 

Ultimate Frisbee 

Gala Day 

April 6th 

 

13 & O North Boys bas-

ketball 

  

10 

WKB 

April 9th 

 

 

 

April 10th 

Assembly 

 

Year 7  

Immunisation 

 

Parent/Teacher 

April 11th 

 

Combined regions 13 

& O Swimming 

April 12th  April 13th  

 

Newsletter 

Term concludes 


