
 

Newsletter Title 

DATES 

Term 3 2019 

July 22 Term 3 

Commences   

July 30 ICSA  Chemistry 

competition 

Aug 1 ICAS Maths 

Competition 

Aug 6 Y10 PARTY 

program 

Aug 9 13+ Girls Netball 

North  

Aug 13 Year8 science fair 

Aug 14-16 ODE Snow Trip 

Aug 14 Belconnen 

Indigenous Program 3 

Aug 15 7/8 Football 

North 

Aug 22 9/10 Football 

North 

Aug 27 13+ Boys Netball 

Sept 4 Track & Field 

North 

Sept 6 ACT Boy & Girls 

Ultimate Frisbee 

Sept 9 ACT Girls Cricket 

Schools Cup 

Sept 16 ACT Boys Cricket 

Schools Cup 

Sept 17 ACT 13+ Track & 

Field 

Sept 25 Belconnen 

Indigenous Program 4 

Sept 27 Term 

Concludes 

 

 

 

 

July 5th 2019  

 
Caring for Students and Striving for Excellence 

Principal’s Report 

This Term has been a very busy one, culminating in the completion of the Semester 1 courses.  
The report for each of the courses studied by students will be emailed home today Friday 5th 
July.  Today we celebrated our semester of learning with the Awards Ceremony, where 
students received Achievement and Endeavour awards.  Once again congratulations to all of 
our award winners this semester and I look forward to presenting the awards at the end of the 
year. 

Congratulations to Andy Camp-Liddiard  and Jacob Davill. Our two boys competed in the ACT 
Cross Country Championships and finished first in their age groups.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Farewell to Ms. Saani-Adam 

Today we say farewell to Ms. Saani-Adam who has been at the school for 8 years in our 
Learning Support program.  While we are sad to be saying goodbye, we are very proud of Ms. 
Saani-Adam who is returning to her home country of Ghana to open a school for the children 
in her village.  Books, furniture and other resources that would have been thrown away in our 
refurbishment were packaged and sent to Ghana by Ms. Saani-Adam.  Thank you to staff, 
students and the P&C who have all made donations for a wonderful cause. 

 

Final stage of the upgrade works 

I am very pleased to let parents and the community know that the final stage of works for the 
modernisation will commence over this set of school holidays.  The works will primarily involve 
the landscaping of the playground area where the Back Building was removed.  It will also 
include other works such as the relocation of the black fencing that currently runs from the 
eastern corner of the Hall to the new perimeter fence to beside the construction shed to form 
a new compound for our Bike Racks.  I will send home more information about both projects 
next term. 

Pedestrian Crossing for the School 

With our increased student numbers and student movement to and from school, the ACT 
Government has supported the building of a pedestrian crossing on Murranji St. at the front of 
the school.  I would like to thank two of our Year 10 students, Ella Towers and Erin Fitzpatrick 
who raised this important issue with me. 

I wish to also remind parents to take care and look out for our students when entering or 
leaving our two carparks.  Pedestrians and Bicycle users have the right of way as they cross 
these driveways and they are sometimes difficult to see.  I have included links to further 
information from Transport Canberra if required. 



 

 

Semester 1 Reports 

All student reports were emailed home today.  If families do not receive their report or wish for a paper copy, 
please contact the front office where this can be arranged.  I urge parents to take particular note of the following 
when reading the report: 

• Achievement Grades for all subjects are based on the standards set in the Australian Curriculum 

• These standards apply to ALL students in that particular year group 

• The achievement of the standard is awarded a “C” grade 

The school reports include an Effort Grade to inform parents the level of effort their student applied to a          
particular subject. 

 

This will be the last time that our “School-based” reports will appear in this format.  Next semester all ACT 
schools will move to a “system-wide” report.  Early next term we will send home information explaining the 
changes to the reports. 

 

Any parent wishing further clarification regarding the reports please contact Rebecca Pearce. 

 

Work Experience 

In Week 9 all of our Year 10 Students participated in the work experience program.  This is the time we have 
achieved all of our students participating in the program.  The program involved the students organising and 
attending their placements and staff visiting the students in their workplace.  I wish to thank the hard work of the 
staff to achieve this valuable educational program for our students. 

 

Road Ready 

In the final week of term the year 10 students participated in the Road Ready course.  The course was run by the 
Belconnen High staff at Hawker College.  This highly successful course resulted in many students obtaining their 
Learners Permit and provided another opportunity for our students to familiarize themselves with the College.  
My thanks goes to all of the staff who delivered the course and the staff back at Belconnen who looked after the 
classes from the other year groups, making this opportunity possible for the year 10 students. 

 

 

I would like to wish all of our families and staff a safe and happy school holidays and I look forward to working 
with you in Term 3. 

 

 

David McCarthy 



 
IMORTANT—SCHOOL PROCEDURE REMINDERS  

 

Absence from School 

 

When a student is absent from school for any reason a note is required from the parents. This is a 
legal requirement. Phone calls (6142 1698) or email: absences_blch@ed.act.edu.au are                   
appreciated but the student is still required to bring a written explanation on their return to 
school. If written explanation is not provided after 3 days, the roll teacher will contact the          
parent/guardian. 

Notes should state: 

• the date/s of the absence/s; 

• the reason for the absence/s; 

• the child's full name and;  

• the signature and name of parent/guardian. 

The student should hand the note to their roll teacher. 

 

Lateness 

 

Students are expected to be in their classrooms: 

• by 8.40am for roll call; 

within five minutes of the change over. 

When late to school (i.e. after 8.50 am) students must: 

• report to Student Services; 

• provide a signed note from a parent / guardian satisfactorily explaining the lateness;          
(Unsatisfactory explanations include such reasons as slept in, etc.) 

• the Rolls Officer will issue a late pass for entry into class;  

• consequences will be issued by the Year Co-Ordinator for repeated lateness. 

 

Leaving Class and/or School 

 

Pass From Class 

It is expected that students will remain in their classes for the whole lesson. 

When it is necessary for a student to leave class (e.g. to go on an important errand, go to the    
toilet, to seek First Aid assistance or borrow a book), the teacher must issue a signed and        
completed Pass from Class slip or a note stating the reason for the pass including the time and 
date. 
 

 

Students Catching Up on Work 

Catch-up is going to be revamped in Semester Two so that parents will receive an SMS informing 
them that their child is required to attend Catch-Up as well as a follow-up SMS informing them if 
they don’t attend.  Catch-up can be an important opportunity for students to complete work not 
finished in class, assignments that are overdue or general study.  One big advantage of the new 
system will be a greater opportunity for parents to support their children to complete work at 
home; the student will still have to go to Catch-Up to show the teacher the work but will then be 
allowed to go on break.  

mailto:absences_blch@ed.act.edu.au


 
‘In the building in your bag’ – Mobile phones at Belconnen High School 

The use of mobile phones in schools is a much talked about topic in the wider community and within 

our own school. Smartphones, in particular, are being named as huge distractions to learning,       

something we have seen at Belconnen High School.  

What are mobile phones great for?  

As a communication device, mobile phones, when used appropriately offer students and parents ease 

of communication and a sense of personal safety.  

What are the major disadvantages? 

Mobile phones can negatively impact the learning environment, leading to distractions and time 

wasting. Additionally, constant connectivity removes the focus from developing friendships and      

hinders full participation in the school community and the quality of social interactions. Inappropriate 

use of mobile devices could also include students using them to intimidate others through any form of 

messaging and image sharing. 

What are we trialling at Belconnen High School? 

At Belconnen High School students are expected to use mobile devices in a safe, responsible and    

ethical manner.  

Students may bring their phone to school but during class time and when in the building students will 

need to have their phone on silent and away in their bag or other safe location.  

We will remind students of this by using the phrase ‘In the building in your bag’. This will include all 

school buildings at all times during the school day. 

Students are also reminded that when bringing any valuables to school they must take full care and 

responsibility for their property. 

Teachers may permit students to use mobile phones in class for educational purposes but in a very 

controlled manner, however, generally the student’s chromebook/laptop device is a suitable           

alternative.  

How can parents help? 

Parents can work in partnership with our staff by encouraging their children to follow the school     

expectations. For example, encourage them not to send messages during school hours and by not   

responding to messages when it is reasonable to do so.  

In an age where we are spending many waking hours engaged with Technology, it is a challenge for 

schools to manage. We believe in and actively support the need for the restriction of mobile phone 

usage during school time to ensure effective learning and we appreciate your ongoing support.  

 

Rebecca Pearce 

Deputy Principal 

 



 

Permission to Leave School 

If it is necessary for a student to leave school during school hours, they must: 

• bring a note signed by a parent/guardian stating why the student needs to leave school and 
time the student is required to leave; 

• take the note to Student Services before school commences, recess or lunch and collect a 
signed form from Student Services. 

Show the form to the appropriate class teacher at the time they need to leave school. 

When a student requests to leave school for any reason that has not been pre-arranged with the 
parent and explained with a note, the parent will be contacted and permission gained from the 
parent, before the student is permitted to leave school premises. 

Sickness 

• Students who are sick in class are required to obtain a signed note from their class teacher 
and report to the front office. 

• Students who are unwell may be accompanied by another person to ensure they reach the 
front office safely. 

• A student must not leave school or go to sickbay without first seeing the front office 
staff.  Parents will be contacted by office staff if it is advisable for the student to go home. 

• The school will not provide medication to a student unless previously given to the school with 
the appropriate documentation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Student Information Check Sheet & Medical form 

 

A Student Information Check Sheet and a medical form will be given to students on Monday 22nd 
July (Week 1 Term 3). 

• The information check sheet will need to be reviewed, signed and returned to school before 
the end of Week 1 Term 3.  

• The medical form replaces all future excursion medical forms within the ACT for the           
remainder of this year.  Please complete and sign the form, returning it to school before the 
end of Week 1 Term 3.  



 

SCHOOL CULTURE & COMMUNITY  
 

 

On the 19thof June 2019, the year 10 leadership class were proud to present 
Belconnen High’s Mental Health Awareness Day, which was a great success. 
This day is all about recognising and understanding those in the community that 
suffer from mental health issues. Mental health as a whole is not recognised 
enough and with such startling facts; it should be. One in seven young Australi-
ans experience a mental health condition and suicide is the biggest killer in young 
Australians. That is why all proceeds of the day were donated to various mental 
health charities. 
 

During care, each year group had a guest speaker delivering a message to get 
the students to consider the issue of mental health and how it may affect them at 
some point in their lives. An alternative program, were offered to the students to 
participate in the 1000 origami paper butterflies challenge for Beyond Blue, as 
butterflies is their national logo.   

Students were encouraged to come to school in blue, in support of the              
organisation Beyond Blue. We had outfits including blue wigs, sequin, eyeliner 
and lipstick. It was nice to change up the regular red, white and black. As part of 
the day, there was also a futsal tournament in both breaks and also a sausage 
sizzle with loads of yummy baked goods and drinks could be purchased as well. 
A flash mob appeared out of nowhere on the day to footloose.  
 

Overall, it was a fantastic day with students giving positive feedback to staff how 
impactful it was and we were able to fundraise over $1000, which exceeded our 
expectations. Thank you parents, students and staff for all your support. 



Science week 
 

Science week is coming up in week 4 of term 3. Last year, Belconnen High School (BHS) held its first 

Science Fair in over 2 decades.  This year, BHS, would like to expand its Science Fair to include both 

years 7 and 8. Year 8 will focus on an engineering investigation while year 7 will have an open investi-

gation. The Science Fair will be held on Tuesday the 13th of August from 3.30 to 4.30pm. The Science 

Fair Showcase will be open to parents/carers and the community. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Towards the end of Term 2, 23 students from Years 7-10 attended a full-day excursion to the ANU. The 
students took part in the Girls in Engineering and Technology (GET Set) program presented by the    
College of Engineering and Computer Science. Throughout the day they were presented with tasks and 
challenges. The students also attended talks and had a quick tour around ANU. It was an enjoyable day 
had by all! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Sports Report 
 

Term 2 has provided a number of exciting sporting achievements to 
report on.  
 
Firstly, five of our Year 7 students have successfully made either an A.C.T 
team or train-on squad.  

Anna Tudehope- Softball 

Jesse Raymond- Hockey  

Jesse Rayner-Cricket 

Jeet Mehta- Cricket 

Mack Francis- Touch/AFL 

We wish them all the best representing the A.C.T. 

 

Northside Boys Volleyball Carnival  
Our 7/8 team won their 3 pool games against Lyneham, Campbell and Kaleen High Schools qualifying them for 
a semi-final match against Gold Creek School. Although we did not win that match the boys played competi-
tively. Joint MVP honours for Belconnen High went to Jaidon Keo and Hamish Saunders.  

 

Our 9/10 team also had an enjoyable and successful day, starting with a close loss to Lyneham High. The boys 
backed up with a thrilling win over UC Kaleen. This propelled them into an elimination crossover showdown 
against Gold Creek School in which we scraped through with the win. Unfortunately, the boys lost their semi-
final against a very well drilled Lyneham High team. Each team member developed their skills throughout the 
day with smiles on their faces. The Belconnen High MVP for the day was Oscar Xirakis. 

 

Swimming  
Belconnen High School swimming squad participated in the Zone and ACT swimming championships.  A worthy 
mention is Ethan Rollason in Year 10.  Ethan had an amazing set of results at the Zone competition placing 3rd 
in the 100 meter backstroke, 2nd in the 50 meter backstroke, 1st in the 50 meter freestyle, butterfly, breast-
stroke and 100 meter freestyle.  

He then went on to the A.C.T championships and placed 3rd in both the 50 & 100 meter freestyle. 

Ethan gained selection into the A.C.T representative side after accumulating 
such an amazing set of results 

Cross Country 
The following students won their age group at the Belconnen High School 
Cross Country Carnival on Thursday 23rd of May: 

12 years boys: Mack Francis 

12 years girls: Zoe Callaway 

13 years boys: Andy Camp-Liddiard 

13 years girls: Charlia Hodgson 

14 years boys: Adi Bolitho 

14 years girls: Zoe Wilson 

15 years boys: Angus McGregor 



 

NAIDOC Celebrations 

 
NAIDOC 2019 is held across Australia from 7-14 July, the first week of our break. It is a time to         

celebrate Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander language, culture, story, song, dance and knowledge. 

The 2019 NAIDOC theme is Voice Treaty Truth. In the Connecting to Country Year 7 & 8 classes we 

have investigated and discussed the meaning. At Belconnen High School we will celebrate NAIDOC by 

a reflective activity in the CARE time of Week 10, with the Year 7, 8 and 9 students. In Term 3 we 

hope to bring further Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander activities to all the student community. 

There are multiple events across Canberra including at the National Museum of Australia, National 

Library of Australia. Below are some of the events over NAIDOC week. 

 

 

 



ART 
The sculpture class recently completed a new unit of work    
titled Abstract Sculpture- Stocking and Wire Form. 

Students selected a well-known art piece based on a style or 
art movement that became their inspiration to shape and 
create an armature wire form covered in nylon stocking. 

Once constructed, students painted a representation of the 
artwork onto their form. 

It was a successful unit with very pleasing results.  

Well done students.  



 
 

 
 



 

 
Still life project 

in Photography 



Belconnen Learning Commons 
 

The Learning Commons is still bustling. Students are enjoying the flexible space 
during lessons as a learning space and at breaks for games, organised activities 
and socialising. 
 

Our live music performances have continued on Fridays of week B, with Umar 
and Tristan in Week 6 and Tabitha in Week 8. Both performances were enjoyed 
by students and staff alike. 
 

We now have more storage and our board games and playing cards now have 
their own cupboard. Current issues of our magazine collection are on display 
and available for perusing in the Belconnen Learning Commons. 
 

The fiction section of the library is now available for borrowing. We are in the 
process of buying new titles from student recommendations and we will soon 
have more graphic novels in the Naruto series, Tokyo Ghoul and My Hero       
Academia.  
 

We are in the process of establishing a student lead IT help desk. Students will 
be able to get assistance from fellow students for computer software and      
hardware issues in the near future. 
 

Here is our supervised activities timetable: 
 

 Colour key:  Events happening now  In the near future  Watch this space 
 

 
 

 
 

The Belconnen High School YouTube channel has playlists of videos and      
subscriptions to channels that should be of  interest to students, teachers,      
parents and caregivers. It is updated regularly so please have a look. 
 

Tina Williams 

E-Learning Coordinator. 

Week A Monday  Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Break 1 Chess Club Giant chess    

Break 2  IT Help Desk MakerSpace IT Help Desk Drawing      
Contest 

Week B Monday  Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday 

Break 1 Chess Club Giant chess   Live                 
performances 

Break 2 Learn a new 
Game 

IT Help Desk MakerSpace IT Help Desk Drawing      
Contest 



P & C News 
Secondhand Uniform Shop 

 

A huge thankyou to our wonderful school community for another term of generous donations and 
fabulous support of the Uniform Shop.  

 

We welcome all uniform donations especially jackets, jumpers and trousers during the Winter 
months.    

Please remember to add your name with all donations for your chance to win a Westfield gift card.  

Congratulation to a year 8 student who has won the $20 Westfield gift card this term. 

 

The uniform shop opening hours are 2.30pm until 3 pm each Thursday during the school term and 
you can find us diagonally opposite the student entry via Student Wellbeing Suite or at the end of the 
corridor via the Front Office entrance. 

 
Please let me know if you are in need of a particular item and I will try to fulfil your request. We are 
in need of jumpers and jackets so if you have any that you no longer wear please consider donating 
and your name will go into the draw to win the next Westfield gift card. 

 

Have a safe and restful holiday and we hope to see you at the Uniform Shop next term! 
 

Thanks again  

Belinda  

Uniform Shop Co-Ordinator 

M: 0417 860 943 

 

 

x-apple-data-detectors://1
tel:417860943


 
Nominate the next ACT Australian of the Year 

It’s up to you to nominate our next ACT Australian of the Year. Someone who goes above and beyond, demonstrating 
our great Australian spirit. They could be a quiet achiever, a leader in their field, a household name or an unknown 
hero.  

You know great people. You know their stories.  

Be great and nominate at australianoftheyear.org.au 

Nominations close 31 July 2019.  

http://bit.ly/anusurvey 



 



 

 
 

 

 



 





 

 

 

MID-WINTER NIGHTS @ QUESTACON 

Wednesday 10 – Saturday 13 July 2019 

5.30 pm – 9 pm 

Immerse yourself in Questacon’s after-hours winter spectacular. Dance under a 7m Moon, discover celes-

tial wonders stargazing, get creative with our space crafts and dine in a glowing food court! 

Mid-Winter Nights @ Questacon is the ultimate family-friendly winter activity these July school holidays. 

Our eight action-packed galleries will be open and the centre will be bursting with glowing moon and space 

themed activities. Bring your coat to make the most of our outdoor activities, including stargazing and the 

glowing food court. 

Admission prices 

• Adult $17.50 

• Child/Concession $12.50 

• Family: $45 

• Under 4: Free 

• Extra child with family: $5 

QClub Member: Free 

Tickets 

Book online to avoid disappointment at https://www.questacon.edu.au 

 

 

 

https://www.questacon.edu.au/visiting/whats-on/mid-winter-nights


headspace Canberra is a free or low cost, confidential service where 12 to 25 years old can 
access mental health professionals. We offer a range of supports for young people worried 
about their drug and alcohol use, mental, physical or sexual wellbeing. 

If you want to talk or make an appointment call (02) 5109 9700, email at 
hs.canberra@marathonhealth.com.au, or pop into the centre.  You could also ask someone 
close to you to make a referral or contact us on your behalf. Referrals are preferred. 

If you have any immediate concerns, phone Kids Helpline on 1800 55 1800, Lifeline on 13 11 
14, or ACT Crisis Assessment and Treatment Team on 1800 629 354. 



YOU WONT WANT TO MISS THIS! 

Are you in Grades 5 – 8 at school? 

Come and join us in the School Holidays from Sep 30 – Oct 03 for four 
days of FUN with Young Life! 

We’ll be staying on Milson Island on the Hawkesbury River and the          
activities will be run by the Sport & Recreation Centre team.  Of course, 
there will be plenty of Young Life fun, including club each night.  Club  is a 
space of fun, games and a talk about life and Christian faith. 



 

Creating safe school environments 

Creating a safe environment around our school requires a collaborative approach from 

everyone, including parents, teachers, children and the broader community. Please 

drive slowly around the school (particularly in the car park) and be courteous to other 

drivers.  

When entering the school carpark from Murranji Street, please be aware that under 
the ACT Road Rules motorists are required to: 
 give way to all traffic and pedestrians when entering or leaving a car park or private 
driveway, so allow children to cross safely along the footpath prior to entering.  
A great way to improve safety around the school is to decrease the number of cars on 

the road, particularly during the peak times. Encouraging children to walk or ride to 

school has many great benefits, including less congestion and increased safety.   

If you need to drive your children to school, please obey the road rules and be polite 
and respectful to other drivers and pedestrians, because a little bit of courtesy helps to 
ensure children remain safe.  

http://bit.ly/roadsafetybrochure  
 

 

https://www.accesscanberra.act.gov.au/app/answers/detail/a_id/1828/kw/road%20rules
https://www.transport.act.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0004/1234705/Road-safety-around-schools.pdf
http://bit.ly/roadsafetybrochure


 

Woden Interchange Service Updates 

  
Platform numbers and departures are changing from 6 July 2019 

  

Transport Canberra is making improvements to the Woden Interchange, to make it easier for customers to use the new 
public transport network.  

  

You will notice platform changes as we work to improve customer information throughout the interchange, which in-
cludes new and improved signage and a simplified layout.   

  

Our friendly Customer Service staff will be available in the interchange to provide assistance. Please refer to the below 
map for platform and departure changes, for your regular services. 

  

School services will continue to leave from the same location in the interchange, however, the platform number will be 
updated to reflect the broader changes as seen in the map attached.  

  

For further information, please visit: transport.act.gov.au. 

 
 

http://www.transport.act.gov.au/


 
 



 



 



 
 



 
 

 



WEEK MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY  FRIDAY 

 

 1 

WKA 

July 22nd 

 

 

July 23rd 

 

July 24th July 25th 

  

July 26th 

Student info check 

sheet & Medical form 

due  

        

        

    

  

  
  

2 

WKB 

July 29th 

P&C Meeting—6PM 

July 30th 

ISCA Chemistry  

Competition 

 

July 31st August 1st 

ICSA Maths  

competition  

August 2nd 

  

3 

WKA 

 

August 5th 

 

 

August 6th 

Y10 PARTY Program 

August 7th August 8th 

 

August 9th 

13 & 0 North 

Girls Netball 

  

4 

WKB 

August 12th 

 

 

August 13th 

Assembly 

Year 8 Science Fair 

3 .30-4.30pm 

August 14th 

Snow camp 

Belconnen           

Indigenous Program 

(BIP) Day 3 

August 15th 

Snow camp 

Yr 7/8 Football 

North 

August 16th 

Snow camp 

  

5 

WKA 

 

August 19th 

 

 

August 20th 

Faculty Meeting 

5.30pm  School Board 

Meeting   

August 21st 

 

 

August 22nd 

9/10 Football 

North 

August 23rd 

Newsletter 

  

6 

WKB 

 

August 26th 

 

August 27th 

13 & 0 Boys Netball 

 

August 28th August 29th 

 

August 30th 

 

  

7 

WKA 

  

September 2nd 

 

September 3rd 

Assembly 

 

September 4th 

North Region 13 & O 

Track & Field 

September 5th 

 

 

September 6th 

ACT Boys & Girls Ulti-

mate Frisbee 

  

8 

WKB 

  

September 9th 

ACT Girls  Cricket 

Schools Cup 

 

September 10th 

 

September 11th September 12th 

 

 

September 13th 

  

9 

WKA 

September 16th 

ACT  Boys Cricket 

Schools Cup 

 

September 17th 

ACT 13 & O Track & 

Field (AIS) 

Faculty Meeting 

September 18th 

 

 

 

September 19th 

Reports Issued 

 

September 20th 

 

 

 

  

10 

WKB 

September 23rd 

 

 

September 24th 

Assembly 

Parent /Teacher      

Interviews 

September 25th 

Belconnen          

Indigenous Program 

(BIP) Day 4 

September 26th September 27th 

 

Newsletter 

 

HOLIDAYS -  Saturday 28th September to Sunday 13th October - return Monday 14th October 

BHS Calendar Term 3 2019 


