.%‘ Belconnen High School
= COURSE OUTLINE  Semester 2, 2026

Course Title: 9 Philosophy Faculty: Humanities and Social Sciences
Faculty Head: Michael Robertson

Description of Course

This unit will give students an introduction to philosophy. Students will begin to master the art of abstract reasoning,
learning how to think critically and defend their claims with confidence. The course will delve into the nature of reality by
contrasting determinism, the view that all events are pre-determined, with the possibility of genuine free will. We'll also
examine the puzzle of personal identity, pushing students to question what truly makes them who they are. By the end,
students will not only think deeper but will navigate their own existence with a more profound and analytical
perspective.

Learning Outcomes

* Analyses the impact of assumptions and sources of error in methods and evaluates the validity of conclusions and
claims

» Reads, views and comprehends a range of texts created to inform, influence and engage audiences

* Selects and experiments with text structures to organise, develop and link ideas and representations when writing
and creating

« Evaluates the accuracy, usefulness and reliability of sources as evidence

« Constructs logical arguments based on analysis of a variety of evidence to support conclusions and evaluate claims

Materials Required

Students will have access to a google classroom where class tasks and assessment items will be displayed, therefore a
device is required. The assessment dates for this subject will appear on the students google calendar. Students can
refer to the BHS Study Skills Guide and the BHS website for assistance with assessment tasks. The Assessment and
Reporting Policy is available on the school website. ltems Required Chromebook or suitable device Notebooks, pencil
case and equipment.

Homework Required

Students will be expected to complete a variety of tasks outside of class time. This may include, teacher-set homework,
research for tasks, revision for tests, review of class work and more.

Assessment Schedule Due Date % Weighting
Metaphysics Test 25/08/2026
Determinism Test 20/10/2026

Personal Identity Exam 23/11/2026
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