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PRINCIPAL'S MESSAGE

There's a lot that could be written about 2021 but, right now, with only days to go in the school year,
all I feel is gratitude and appreciation.
This year, our staff have had to be flexible and adaptable in ways they never imagined. Even with the
confidence we gained from 2020, we challenged ourselves to do better, working with higher
expectations of ourselves in a bid to make the learning the best it could be.
Our families never expected to have to share the role of the teacher for so long. We know it was our
parents and carers that bridged the daunting chasm between staff and students created by remote
learning. Proximity, non-verbal communication and human relationships are so important to the
teacher's art. Thankyou for all of your support an positivity throughout the year.
I want to thank our students for their strength; one of three values that adorn the Belconnen High
School coat of arms. When I think of strength, I think of Arnold Swarzenegger; not so much Arnie
who won the Mr Universe title at 20 years old but rather the frame of mind that got him there.
He once said, "Strength does not come from winning. Your struggles develop your strengths. When
you go through hardship and decide not to surrender, that is strength."
It is this strength that I most admire in our students. Strength here equals resilience and persistence
in the face of adversity.
Earlier this year, I gave our students the gift of a word: "Gambatte" from Japanese meaning 'well
done, keep going'. This is good advice in life as in school.
If 2021 has been about strength, I want 2022 to be about integrity. What are your personal values?
Which way does your moral compass point? Do you behave the same way in unsupe rvised spaces as
you do when you are watched? What do your actions say about you? These are things to think about
and reflect on over the break.

Stay safe and I’m looking forward to the next steps on the journey with you next year back in my role
of Deputy Principal as we welcome back Rebecca Pearce! My eternal thanks go to Rebecca Cowan
for her proactive and comprehensive support as Deputy Principal this term.
John
16 December 2021

STAFFING NEWS
We farewell, with our best wishes, the following staff this term:
Rachel Bartlett, after 9 years of service to BHS, is taking up a position at Hawker College.
Sushma Sharma, who has been with us for 13 years, will transfer to the University of Canberra Hig h
School, Kaleen.
Andersen Clark, who has been with us on contract this year, will teach at Daramalan College in 2022.
Katie McLellan, currently acting as Head of Student Services, is taking on a Head of Student Services
promotion at Lake View Senior College in Melbourne after 4 years of service to BHS.

Oliver Billington is taking a year’s hiatus from teaching in 2022 and Anne O’Neill is taking some well
deserved long service leave in Semester 1 next year.

We welcome:
Clare Small to PE from Harrison School
David Roberts to Maths/Science from Radford College
Matthew Broadbent to Arts/Technology from Canberra Girls’ Grammar School
Scott Dzuibinki to Humanities from Canberra High School
Megan Reed to English also from Canberra High School
Janet Richardson to Maths/Science from University of Canberra High School – Kaleen
Annaliese Spurge joining us in English and Humanities

I want to thank the following staff who have acted in higher duties this term:
Lisa Voight as Head of Arts/Technology
Jakki Pyner as Head of Maths/Science and Year 9 Coordinator
Rebecca Cowan as Deputy Principal

Congratulations to the following staff in acting positions for Semester 1 next year:

Ellie Robinson who will act as Head of Inclusive Education for Semester 1
Allan Wylie who will act as Head of Languages, Cultural Integrity

Last but not least, congratulations to Peta-Jane Morris who will take on the role of Year 10
Coordinator for 2022.

Year 10 Formal News
The Year 10 Formal was held at Kamberra Function Centre on Tuesday November 30th. The evening
was a joyful celebration of our Year 10 2021 cohort’s time at Belconnen High and their transition to
College. Students arrived in spectacular form in a variety of stylish vehicles and the evening was
spent, dining, dancing and keeping the photo booth busy. Awards were Geordie (Best Dressed),
Alyssa and Sam (Best Couple), Cilantro (Best Dancer), Stefan (Most Enthusiastic Dancer), Brodie and
the Boys (Best Arrival).

50TH ANNIVERSARY

Looking Back Looking Forward - A Report on the 50th Year Activities

School Archives
After tracking down archival material at the school we set about sorting the material into some
order. Items included: 100’s of photos including separate Year Photos, Staff Photos and photos used
in Yearbook production from over the years; BHS Yearbooks; P&C records; the original Canteen
Receipt Book; a couple of uniforms and school ties; old and new school maps; various Presentation
Night programs; Staff Lists; an itinerary for a 1986 BHS visit to Parkes High School; records of visits to
Deniliquin High School; the BHS 1988 Dress Code; a copy of the 1992 Management of Student
Behaviour in ACT Public Schools; BHS Musical Production Programs ( Calamity Jane, Bye Bye Birdie,
An Evening of Words & Music, Man of Steel and The Music Man); several Certificates of Appreciation
from various charities acknowledging BHS’s support; various BHS Newsletters; BHS House Names; a

set of ACT School Bulletins from 1988; Indigenous Australian Studies resources; BHS Information
Handbook (2015); Items relating to the BHS Band’s involvement with the 1987 Pacific Basin Band
Festival; Teaching Resources including slide collections plus various other items.
The intention is to digitize as many of these items and store them electronically.
A friend did an online search through the National Library’s TROVE collection and put together two
digital collections of material she found related to Belconnen High School which included a couple of
photos of the National Election Tally Room when it was located in the School Hall for a couple of
years in the 1970’s as well as a Canberra Times article about the opening of BHS in 1971.

BHS 50th Year Planning Group
A BHS 50th Year Planning Group was established. Its members are Rebecca Pearce (Principal),
Rebecca Cowan [a/g] Deputy Principal; Dennis Flannery (former BHS Principal), Ian Boxall (former
BHS Deputy Principal); Toni Jones (P&C) and Emma Dykes (P&C). John Alston-Campbell who was
appointed to BHS as Deputy Principal in Semester 2 has joined the Group. The Group met regularly
to plan an overall program and various activities for the year.
These plans were scuttled by the impact of COVID and the restrictions that followed. The intention
is to continue with some of the planned activities in 2022 including an official recognition of BHS’s
50th Year.

What Did Happen
1. BHS 50th Poster A poster for BHS’s 50th Year was created to be used in promotional
material.
2. A BHS 50th Year Database was set up which included the names and contact details of
former students, staff, parents and interested members of the Canberra community
(including ACT Government and ACT Education Department representatives).
3. BHS Newsletter and BHS 50th Year Newsletter Items relating to BHS’s history and planned
events were included in the school’s official Newsletters and the informal BHS 50th Alumni
Newsletter throughout the year.
4. BHS Tours The ACT Government in recent years completed an impressive transformational
upgrade of the BHS buildings and immediate grounds. Former students, staff and parents
requested an opportunity to tour the ‘new’ school. Three tours were originally
planned. Two were held in Semester 1 for over 50 people but the third one was cancelle d
due to COVID restrictions. The intention is to run at least another tour in Term 1 next year.
5. BHS Yearbooks Project & Scanning We discovered that there were 23 BHS Yearbooks
missing. Our aim was to collect a full set. A call went out through the 50th Year Distribution
List and the school Newsletter. There are now only 4 missing – 1995, 2011, 2012 and 2014.
The Front Office staff at BHS has done an amazing job in scanning all the Yearbooks that we
have and these are now available on the BHS website. Directions: Go to BHS website, click
on the ‘Our Community’ link and then on the ‘Our Memories’ link.

6. BHS Pastoral Care Group (PCG)/Alumni Research Project The Project’s aim was to have
each Pastoral Care Group (PCG) contact and connect with a BHS Alumni and through a series
of interviews produce a profile containing the Alumni’s memories of their school days at BHS
and their lives and careers after their BHS days. This Project is currently on hold due to
COVID disruptions. The intention is for these profiles to be eventually accessible on the
school’s website.
7. BHS P&C The BHS P&C is represented on the Planning Group. Two major activities were
planned by the P&C to celebrate BHS’s 50th Year: - through connections with Neutral
Grounds Coffee outlet in Belconnen a BHS Signature Blend was created and a special BHS
Coffee bag was designed by a BHS student. The P&C has sold out its current stocks and will
seek expressions of interest in another production round early in 2022; - A “Back to the
Trivia” evening (‘Journey back through the decades with Trivia questions from the 1970’s to
now’) was planned for Saturday October 23rd. Unfortunately COVID restrictions prevented
this happening as planned but the event did proceed successfully ONLINE.
8. BHS Open Day/Evening - Friday October 22 This event was planned as a celebration of
BHS’s 50 years as well as an opportunity for the wider ACT community to visit the school.
The school was working on many fun activities for the day, planning stalls, activities, BHS
memorabilia displays etc to celebrate Belconnen High School’s past, present and future. An
official part of this special day/evening was planned to acknowledge BHS’s 50th year in the
Belconnen community. This event was cancelled due to COVID restrictions. The intention is
to run this day in Semester 1 next year.

ALUMNI Stories
1. Dan Hunt (BHS 1987-1990)
I am currently the Program Director, Tetra Tech International Development - Australia Awards
Section. 'The Australia Awards are post-graduate scholarships to Australian universities for citizens
of countries where Australia’s overseas aid program works. I am the director of the program in
Indonesia, meaning my team selects, prepares and mobilises Indonesian scholars to undertake
Masters and PhD courses in Australia. We also run alumni engagement activities for them when they
get back. It’s an old program – dates back to the post-war Colombo Plan.

Covid-19 has been a major disruption. Obviously we can’t send Indonesian students to Australia at
the moment, so the program is in something of a holding pattern for now. We do what we can in
terms of online engagement with alumni etc.

I got my start in Indonesian studies at Weetangera Primary and BHS and am very grateful for where
it has taken me.

2. David Emmerson (BHS 1983-1986)

I was a student of BHS and a performing member of the award winning Concert Band at Belconnen
High School from 1983 to 1986 (and onwards). BHS Students went on to represent Australia in
Hawaii with that group in 1987.

3. Shirynne Cowan (nee Brown) (BHS 1979 -1982)
I went on to do my nursing training at what used to be Royal Canbe rra Hospital/Woden Valley
Hospital becoming a Registered Nurse in 1988. I completed my Midwifery Certificate in 1994 and
Masters of Nurse Education in 2015.

BHS Yearbooks 1971 – 2021
These Yearbooks have been scanned and are now available on the BHS Website – go to ‘Our
Community’ then click on ‘Our Memories’ to read the selected Yearbook.

Cultural Integrity
I would like to thank all of our Community members who have involved themselves in our school
throughout 2021. Your work with the teachers and staff has been very much appreciated.
Being an unusual year we were unable to do as much as we planned but we worked Teaching with
Cultural Integrity where teachers have completed professional learning throughout the year and felt
more supported and confident and capable to meet the learning needs and aspirations of the
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students.
We set up a Cultural Integrity committee and focused on professional learning across all curriculum
areas. We were successful in our understanding of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander histories,

knowledge and cultures. We continue to be successful in learning the Ngunnawal Acknowledgement
of Country in Ngunnawal Language.
Connecting with Country teacher Josh White, has been very successful in his first year and will
continue to deliver classes in this space. As we venture into 2022 I am taking long se rvice leave for
semester 1 and am looking forward to coming back in semester 2 with lots of new ideas to further
embed Cultural Integrity in our school.
In January the staff will be joining proud Wiradjuri man Adam Shipp and Kamilaroi and Ngunnawal
man Aaron Chatfield on Country at Umbagong park. It is important that our staff learn more about
our local Country.
Below is the Aboriginal Studies class artwork, still to be finished, thank you to the students who
participated, especially Josh N.

ENGLISH & HUMANITIES

English and HaSS classes have continued to work hard and produce excellent work this term. We ’ve
seen wonderful creative responses in year 9 History as part of their World War I unit, some
wonderful stories using Poe’s formula of starting with the ending in year 8 English, year 7 HaSS are
winding up their Ancient History studies in either Rome or China, and Year 10 finished their high
school English classes with Great Speeches. Well done to all our students.
On a personal note I’d like to thank our teachers for their hard work this year - whether online or
face to face, I saw the effort each week to make sure student learning and wellbeing was at the fore.
We also need to say farewell to some teachers as they go on to new schools or new jobs. Ti na
Williams, Gerry Dwyer, Andrew Wright and Rachel Bartlett - thank you so much for everything you
have done for us, your colleagues, and your students here at Belconnen High School. You have made
a difference, and we wish you all the very best in your new roles.
The English and Humanities faculty wish all families a safe and happy break, good luck to our
graduation year 10 students, and we look forward to seeing everyone in 2022!

The following are excerpts from year 9 short stories. Students were asked to write about a personal
experience, using descriptions that engage the senses, as seen in All The Light We Cannot See by
Anthony Doerr, which was the class novel. Please enjoy the way students have described everyday
event in these snippets!
An excerpt from Unique, by Maia W
My heart felt wrinkled and heavy, having given up finding any joy from this experience. Instead the
desire to finish as soon as possible caused tunnel vision in my mind. There was no stopping to sniff

the daisies. No desire to observe the scenery rolling past like footage of an old film. A moment spent
watching the wind kick up leaves was an unnecessary moment longer spent in this limbo between
the wild and concrete worlds.
______

______

______

______

______

______

Of Wind and Water and Leaves in the Sun by Abby P
To one side, there were fences and houses of the people living in the suburb, on the other side,
there was a gentle slope that led down to a wire fence. For some parts along the path, there were
trees growing next to it, giving some wonderfully cool shade for a few meters, before stepping back
out into the burning sun. Midday wasn’t long off and it was starting to get uncomfortably hot now
that the wind had dropped. At one point, I paused under a tree and looked up into its branches. The
leaves were bright and healthy, clinging strongly to the tree. Light flooded through the gaps in the
leaves, rays shooting out in different directions. The leaves practically glowed when the sun hit the
back of them, illuminating all the thin lines of string-like veins that ran through the membranes,
holding the leaves together.
Dragging my gaze away from the sight, I continued to follow my family.

______

______

______

______

______

______

She’s Fine by Grace H
The room stilled and the tea cooled. Switching between realities she read about villains and then
turned her head and listened to the storm. Between moments the thunder would threaten to
collapse the sky, and the lightning would hit the earth with vivid strikes. The rain, constant and,
collapsing against the glass, surrendering into the soil. The pavement darkened under the rainfall.
The tea cooled almost completely, forgotten about on the bedside table. Marie -Laure struggled to
keep her mind awake and finally as the storm slept so did she. The duvet, still too heavy, her breath
warmed the pillow. The book lay discarded, opened midway on the grey carpet. The wind cried still
as if it could tell she had stopped watching. The lightning illuminated the room through slits, where
the walls couldn’t stop it from sneaking.
______

______

______

______

______

______

From A Green Poison, by Myah B
In the summertime a green poison spreads throughout the garden behind my house. Great opening
line The one tree that stands alone becomes covered in it, as dark veins drink in the sunlight, greedy,

thirsty. It opens its branches to the warm embrace of the sun. The bugs dance their merry dance as
they fly between branches and leaves, waltzing through the air, and cracks form in the pav ement
when the world tries to reclaim what was taken, as green tectencles rise from the dirt. The world is
wide awake constantly moving at all times, not even stopping for rest. The sun dips briefly behind
the horizon before arriving once more.
______

______

______

______

______

______

From Ascending the Tower, by Nathan B
Directly in front of me, I saw The Champ de Mars, the public garden space that stretched on quite far.
Behind me I saw the River Seine, glistening and sparkling in the beaming sun. I saw endless tightly
packed white buildings that seem to stretch on forever apart from the welcomed specks of green
that belonged to playgrounds and parks. Relief washed over me like a shower. Paris looked peaceful
despite being busy, pristine when alleys were full of trash. I could see nothing negative about it.
Everything was glistening and orderly. It looked perfect. It was perfect. And it was the most beautiful
sight I had ever seen/ will ever see. So I just stood there in awe.

“Buttoning my coat up against my chest to try and block out the wind and rain, I trudged up the
steep street, passing small shops, houses, and restaurants and the ever-looming, deep and
mysterious forest.”
“...as if strong enough to bring one’s self back to life.”
“...masking everything beneath a layer of cloud…”
“..I closed my eyes..”
“...it was all beautiful, but not in the ways I had so often found myself appreciating beauty... ”
Beauty, we all see beauty in different ways. Some perceive it as a small button nose, slim brow line,
or rosy red cheek. Others see beauty from within, the kind gestures of strangers, the laugh and smile
of the one you love, or the simplicity of one's personality. But If you look long, and hard enough you
will see this “humanized” beauty in the land around you. Every place has a soul, memories of the
people who lived there prior, the love of these people is ingrained in the very earth, from the
overgrown ivy on an abandoned building, to the great boulders placed there by mother natu re
herself, it all holds memory. Every aspect of the land has a secret that we shall never know, but
taking time to experience the beauty of these places may just help to reveal some of these masked
secrets, you may even find something buried, under a laye r of fog, deep into the woods.

ARTS & TECHNOLOGY FACULTY NEWS

Boomerangs
We in Applied Technology would like to thank Darren Rix for being an integral part of getting our
Boomerang project up and running.
Darren not only supplied blanks for the students to work with but started the project off with a
fantastic lesson outlining the variety of boomerangs, their history and influence on the modern plan
wing, and the meaning and relevance of the designs.
Students were engaged in the entire project from sanding the air foil shape, testing sanding repeat,
all the way through to applying their unique design that told a personal story.
Most students had success in creating a boomerang that did in fact return with some coming very
close to catching them on their return.

1 - Tenzy G (upper) Mary O (lower)

2 - Amy S

Video of Jake B throwing his boomerang
2D Art

2D Art Students recently completed their major painting piece- Design your own Sk8board. They
have enjoyed returning to the classroom after lockdown and have produced some fantastic work!

2D Art Students recently completed their major painting piece- Design your own Sk8board. They
have enjoyed returning to the classroom after lockdown and have produced some fantastic work!

3D Art
3D Art students have really embraced the Abstract Stocking Sculpture project. Their goal was to
create an abstract piece using the principles of design inspired by Nature, famous art piece or free
choice.
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3D Art students have really embraced the Abstract Stocking Sculpture project. Their goal was to
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AAW Students completed their Mosaic Sugar Skulls with colourful success. Their artwork was
Inspired by the Mexican festival Dia De Muertos and the traditions of Middle Eastern and European
Mosaics. What a wonderful display of colour, creativity and artistic meaning.

9/10 Robotics competed in a Battlebots competition in ‘March Madness’ style knockout tournament.
Congratulations to Allie and Luke for winning
Teams then had time to make changes before a battle royale to determine who’s robot would be
the last one standing!

Sculpture - Carving in Abstraction
This term Yr 9/10 students were able to immerse their hands deep into large batches of plaster for
their final major practical assessment, ‘Carving in Abstraction.’ Students applied the subtractive
carving process, starting from a solid block of plaster with a mix of perlite. To achieve full
abstraction, student criteria included: minimum of one hole or opening, have no distinct base, and
have a design to allow full 360° rotation.

3 - ‘Stuck in the Labyrinth’ by Anastasia Yr 9

4 - ‘Never-ending Entrance’ by Soune Yr 9 two different viewing angles

Drama News In the last three weeks of this term Year 7 and 8 Drama have been writing, filming and editing for
their media unit. Above is just the title of a fantastic film noir short film by Cadar S.

LEARNING SUPPORT NEWS

Integrated:
During our Integrated class for Learning Support, we have been learning about who we are and
where we come from. For this units assignment, we asked students to sit down with their families

and explore their family tree to discover their unique and rich historical background. This ass ignment
ties into the inquiry-unit, ‘Our Place in the World’, which has followed on from investigating the solar
system, our planet, and different climate patterns or historical events that affected our ancestors'
choices of where they lived and why.
We discovered students' families who came from all over the globe! We had students with lineage
from Russia, China, America, Netherlands, Denmark, South-East Asia, UK and Ireland. Check out
below some of the Family Tree’s we created in class!

International Day of People with Disability:
During CARE last Friday, the whole school participated in ‘International Day of People with Disability’.
This day is a United Nations observed day aimed at increasing public awareness, understanding and
acceptance of people with disability. Around 4.4 million Australians live with disability in Australia,
and this day was an opportunity to make positive change towards understanding and inclusion
within our school community.
Our activities for this week engaged students in worksheets, discussions and activities which
engaged and challenged their thinking around what it might mean to live with a disability and how
the students can support someone with disability.
The finale for the afternoon was a ‘paper link chain’ activity which involved each student creating
one paper link which was decorated with colours, their name, and some kind words or a dedicated
message to someone in their life living with disability.
Keep an eye out for our massive 80 metres long paper link chain which will be displayed in the BLC at
some point next week!

PRODUCTION NEWS

Production News November 26th the whole school watched pre-recorded scenes of ‘Not Bill and Ted’s Excellent
Adventure’ and then we live streamed the finale across the school. Congratulations to all those
students involved and thank you to all those that supported them in 2020 and 2021.

PE FACULTY NEWS
Sporting Achievements - Hollie Thompson Year 9

Congratulations to Hollie Thompson who has been selected in the Capital Spirit Academy for
Netball. Hollie has played in school netball competitions every year at Belconnen High School and
has always been a valued member of both our junior and senior teams. Her sporting talents are
endless across a number of sports, but she has a true passion for Netball.

Through the Netball ACT pathways she has been selected into the Capital Spirit Academy following
on from her selection in this year's Netball ACT Academy Program. The Spirit Academy is for girls
aged 17 and under. She will train with the academy from February until October with playing
opportunities against other academies. Well done Hollie, this is a great achievement.

During weeks 7 & 8 students in PE have been participating in a range of different games from First
Nations across Australia. Throughout the unit the students developed a range of different skills while
also exploring the roles these games have played and continue to play in First Nations lives today.
Some of the games that were played throughout the unit include Kai from the Torres Strait,
Buroinjin from the Kabi Kabi Nation, Arrkene Irreme from Aranda and Luridja Nations and Millim
Baeyeetch from Nations within Victoria. Well done to all students for the strong participation and
fair play shown throughout the unit.
Cultural Games Unit

Over the last two weeks in HPE, the students have been participating in a range of different games
from First Nations across Australia. Throughout the unit the students developed a range of different
skills while also exploring the roles these games have played and continue to play in First Nations
lives today. Some of the games that were played throughout the unit include Kai from the Torres
Strait, Buroinjin from the Kabi Kabi Nation, Arrkene Irreme from Aranda and Luridja Nations and
Millim Baeyeetch from Nations within Victoria. Well done to all students for the strong participation
and fair play shown throughout the unit.

Yerribi,
Whitey
Mountain Biking at Belconnen High School
Next year, I am starting an after-school mountain biking club at Belconnen High School. It will run on
a Wednesday or Thursday afternoon (TBC) on a fortnightly basis on trails at the National Arboretum
and Bruce Ridge. Later in the year, we may also start riding at Stromlo Forest Park. To participate,
families and/or students will need to
•

complete a permission and medical information note and return it to the school

•

be able to get their own bike (in excellent working order) to Belconnen High School on days
that we ride

•

indicate their interest by placing their name on a sign-up sheet on the P.E. notice board by
the end of the year.

There may be a small cost for participants to cover the bus and/ or bike transport.
We will be working online with the Education Directorate’s Outdoor Activities Policy and only riding
‘Cross Country’ (XC), with only small jumps permitted on rides. Students should also ride within their
limits at all times when riding with the school.
Transport of students will occur via school bus. However, as we are still working out the logistics of
transporting bikes and staffing the rides, I would be interested in hearing from any parents who
would like to be involved and are experienced riders. Any parents who would like to be involved will
require a valid Working With Vulnerable People’s Card. You can contact me via email
(richard.erlandson@ed.act.edu.au) if you are interested in being involved in this exciting new
venture.

Kind Regards,

Richard Erlandson

NORTHERN TERRITORY TRIP 2022

Northern Territory Trip – Take 2 (2022)
The planning for the Northern Territory Trip, Take 2, is well underway. The second bus is full. If
parents of 2022 Year 9 and 10 students are still interested in their child attending the trip, we have
established a waiting list. Families who pay a deposit to go onto the waiting list will receive a refund
if their child does not attend the trip.
A Google Classroom page for participating students has been set up. The Class Code is: 7jiup6m. All
notes and updates will appear on this page. It is also a forum in which questions can be raised.

An all-inclusive permission note (which will include the insurance form, swim test and walking fitness
sessions permissions prior to the trip) will be handed out early in 2022. An information session for
parents will also be scheduled when COVID restrictions allow. The date for this information session
will be advertised as soon as the date is confirmed.
Kind Regards,
Richard Erlandson

BUSINESS MANAGER NEWS
2022 Belconnen High School Board Vacancies

There will be a number of vacancies on the Belconnen High School Board next year and we welcome
nominations from our school community to become a member of the Board and contribute to this
important school role. What does a School Board do? The School Board works with the school
community to achieve the best outcomes for students. It plays an important role in contributing to
good school governance so that school resources are used efficiently, and community expectations
and the school’s priorities reflect the needs of students. What are the positions on the School
Boards?
•

Principal

•

1 Appointed Member (appointed through an EOI process)

•

2 staff members (teaching and non-teaching)

•

3 parents and citizens members (usually 1 P&C Association Member and 2 Parent Members)

•

2 student representative members (at high schools and colleges); and

•

A maximum of 2 board appointed members (if any, appointed by the board)

What are the vacancies in 2022 at Belconnen High School? In the 2022 Belconnen High School
Board elections there will be the following vacancies:1 P&C association member, 1 parent member,
2 student members and 1 staff member. What are the keys dates for the school board elections in
2022?
•

Week 2 - Monday 7 February 2022 – Nominations open.

•

Week 4 - Monday 21 February 2022 - Nominations close.

•

Week 5 - Monday 28 February 2022 - Voting opens.

•

Week 6 - Monday 7 March 2022 - Voting closes

Where do I get a nomination form and how do I lodge it? If you would like a nomination form
please email the Assistant Returning Officer - Penny Price (penny.price@ed.act.edu.au). You can
then lodge the nomination during the nomination period (Week 2-4) via email or in person at the
Front Office. Where can I get more information about school boards? The school boards page on
the Directorate website has more detailed information about school
boards.https://www.education.act.gov.au/public-school-life/get-involved-in-your-childsschool/school_boards

COVID-19 NEWS Important Information

FINANCE - Contactless Payments

CONTACTLESS PAYMENTS

Due to unprecedented times with Covid 19, Belconnen High School will only be accepting contactless
payments until further notice. We welcome your payments via QuickWeb which can be located on
the ''Payments tab on our website'' http://www.blch.act.edu.au/payment

Family Contact Details- Have you changed your details recently?

It is important that the school maintains an accurate and up to date record of family/carer email
addresses, home addresses and telephone numbers for all student. Please let us know if there are
changes to your contact details by sending an email to info_BLCH@ed.act.edu.au or phone the front
office on 6142 1690. We are always grateful to receive this information.

IMPORTANT INFORMATION: Student accident/incidents

Ambulance transport for students at school This information is from the ACT Department of
Education policy on Student accidents/incidents:
6. AMBULANCE TRANSPORT
6.1. The ACT Ambulance Service provides free ambulance transport for students who are injured or
suddenly become ill at school or during approved school activities within the ACT. Free ambulance
cover does not apply to students who attend Jarvis Bay School.
7. STUDENT ACCIDENT/INCIDENT
7.1 Schools collect information about injuries and incidents, which occur at school or on school
organised activities, on behalf of the Education and Training Directorate. Some of the information
may be personal information as defined in the Privacy Act 1988 and the Health Records (Privacy and
Access) Act 1997.
The information is usually included in a Student Accident/Incident Report together with any
accompanying witness statements or the Notification of a Critical Incident

P&C NEWS

Coffee!

Some of you took advantage of the BHS coffee offer advertised in the daily announcements, as a
result we’ve sold out – thank you! J
Orders are now being taken for 2022. Enquiries to 2021bhs50@gmail.com.

Due to COVID interrupted 50th Celebrations this year we will continue to celebrate the BHS
milestone in 2022 and the coffee bags will continue to carry the specially commissioned logo.

In the meantime, please head down to our fabulous friends at Neutral Grounds Coffee on Nettlefold
Street in Belconnen for your daily caffeine hit.

AGM and 2022 Committee

Our Annual General Meeting will be held at 6.00 pm on Monday 21 February 2022. All parents and
carers of Belconnen High students are members of the P&C and are welcome and encouraged to
attend.

We would also love to have some new (or old!) members consider putting their hand up for a role on
the P&C’s 2022 committee. This will be particularly important next year as several members of the
current committee are not intending to re-nominate next year, meaning we will be looking for a new
president, treasurer and secretary.

None of the roles require a significant time commitment (only 1 meeting per term) but are a great
way to get involved in and contribute to your school community and to meet other parents. If you
would like to know more about these roles, please get in touch with us at bhspnc@gmail.com or
there is also general information on the ACT Council of P&Cs’ website.

UNIFORM SHOP NEWS

Hello Belconnen High Community
Thankyou for adapting to the new style of shopping at the uniform shop. It has been weird to not be
onsite for these past few months, for you to not be able to browse/choose/try items on and for us to
attempt our own style of “click and collect”. Thankyou for embracing our email address
uniform.shop.bhs@gmail.com and thanks to Danielle for being great at facilitating everything.
Thankyou THANKYOU THANKYOU for the donations that came in either dropped at the school or via
offsite rendezvous points negotiated by the above email address. We will always want your
outgrown, no longer wanted uniforms so never leave them under the bed or in the back of the car J
We will update you on the opening hours for 2022 in the first few weeks of Term 1. These will be
determined by the COVID restrictions at that time.
The email address uniform.shop.bhs@gmail.com is always current and the best way for requesting
items, updating your wish list sizes and giving us feedback and suggestions.
Thanks again for all your support in 2021. We wish you a safe and relaxing holiday season.
Toni and Danielle

CANTEEN NEWS

Download the app and register with FlexiSchools

COMMUNITY NEWS

