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Principal’s Report
Last Friday, The Minister for Education, Yvette Berry, officially opened our new school.
We marked the occasion with an assembly that also celebrated Reconciliation Week.
The ceremony started with a cleansing ceremony by Aunty Jannette Phillips for myself
and our front office staff. This was both a moving and important start for our new
school. After a welcome to country by Aunty Jannette, The Minister unveiled the
plaque to open our new school. The plaque will be placed in the front foyer of the
school. Immediately following, Ms. O’Neill and students from the “Connecting to
Country” classes led us through a powerful introduction to Reconciliation Week,
entitled “Grounded in Truth, Walking Together with Courage”.
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As part of Reconciliation Week, we welcomed Mr. Lyle Swan to the school. Lyle is a
Kamilaroi man who over the week visited many classes sharing his story with staff and
students to build a greater understanding and empathy for our true history. I wish to
thank Lyle for sharing his personal stories. It was invaluable for our school’s journey.
Detailed accounts of both the assembly and Reconciliation Week are included in this
newsletter.

NAPLAN Testing
This year we again conducted the NAPLAN tests online. I was proud of the way our year’s 7 and 9
students engaged with the testing.
I would also like to acknowledge the hard work and efforts of the staff, students and parents in preparing
for and sitting the tests. Well done to all! I look forward to seeing the results.
Year 8 Camp
I am very pleased to report that this year our Year 8 students ventured to Jindabyne for their camp. A
fantastic time was had by all. I wish to thank Ms. Bugledich and all of the staff who attended for
providing this wonderful opportunity for our students.

Cross Country Carnival
Last Thursday, after a well-judged delay, we held our Cross Country Carnival at Stromlo Forest Park. As
with both swimming and athletics record attendance made for a great day for all. My thanks go to all
staff, particularly the PE, for the running of another important day for the culture of our school.

Primary School Visits
In week 4, students from our three local Primary schools: Hawker, Weetangera and Florey attended a
“Come and Try Day”. The students had a great day experiencing what High School is like and I would like
to thank Staff and our student leaders, both the Year 7 and Year 10 leaders, who made this possible for
the Primary School students.
Information Night
On Tuesday evening we held our first Information Night (previously Open Night) for our prospective
students and their families in our new building. This year, we used a completely different format that
was designed to show parents and students the new way we learn at Belconnen and the how our new
building helps us to do that. The evening was extremely well attended with a high number of visiting
families.
Feedback both on the evening and subsequently has been overwhelmingly positive, particularly in
reference to our enthusiastic students and our professional staff. I wish to thank the dedicated staff,
students and parents for their hard work on the night and the way in which we proudly presented our
school.

David McCarthy

Reconciliation Assembly
As the audience settled we played the first chapter of the ABC Education Bruce Pascoe's award-winning book, Dark

Emu, challenged the commonly held beliefs and teachings that Australia's First Australians were a hunter-gatherer
population without organised agricultural practices.
The new digibook, "Aboriginal agriculture, technology and ingenuity", contains 19 short clips and accompanying
information, provoking students to think about the complex and infrequently discussed relationship that Indigenous people have with the land around them.
You may want to look at this resource, here is the link.
http://education.abc.net.au/home#!/digibook/3122184/bruce-pascoe-aboriginal-agriculture-technology-an

Our first presenter, Poppi Laine in year 7 explained National Reconciliation Week
National Reconciliation Week is a time for all Australians to learn about our shared histories, cultures, and achievements, and to explore how each of us can contribute to achieving reconciliation in Australia.
The dates for National Reconciliation Week remain the same each year; 27th of May to the 3rd of June. These dates
commemorate two significant milestones in the reconciliation journey— the successful 1967 referendum, and the High
Court Mabo decision respectively.
Today, 80 per cent of Australians believe it is important to undertake formal truth telling processes, according to the
2018 Australian Reconciliation Barometer. Australians are ready to come to terms with our history as a crucial step towards a unified future, in which we understand, value and respect each other.

Isaak Lyons , our second presenter, explained the significance of the Sturt Desert Pea and Reconciliation Banners. The Anzac
Flanders Poppy signifies love and loss of our Anzacs in World War 1, we wear this on Remembrance Day. The First Nations
flower of mourning, a blood flower, the Sturt Desert Pea represents the blood spilt on the land. Hazel Davies has sought
permission from the Barkinji people to raise awareness of the blood that has been lost through the Black Wars and the massacres at the time of colonisation. The beautiful story that tells where the fallen lay, a Sturt Desert Pea was found growing
in the dry place.
The Year 7 & 8 students in the Connecting to Country class created Sturt Desert Pea flowers as a representation of the Aboriginal lives that were lost.

Anne O’Neill presented what we are doing over Reconciliation week at Belconnen High School.
I pay respect and thank Aunty Jannette Phillips and the Ngunnawal people. We live and work on this beautiful Ngunnawal
country and We continue to learn, respect and acknowledge all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people, you have so
much to teach us of the land we love, the Mother, the country.
Earlier this year Mrs Bec Swiriduk and I put together an ACT Government Reconciliation grant and we were successful.
To speak the truth, we need to hear the truth.
I would like to introduce you to Mr Lyle Swan and Mr Phill Nean, they are Kamilaroi men who have worked in the Education
sector. Last Tuesday they worked with our teachers on a Journey of understanding.

In 2017 our Community told us to speak the truth. At the 2018 Reconciliation Assembly we spoke of Don’t let History be a
Mystery, we introduced the Desert Pea as a symbol of understanding the massacres and the Frontier Wars. Year 10s, in
2018 your term 3 assignment was on the untold Histories of our Country. In the Year 7 & Year 8 Connecting to Country
classes, we learn and speak of the Aboriginal world clashing with the Colonial world and how we are left with the third
space in which we reconcile.
To reconcile we need to; Speak Truth, Gain Understanding and Empathy.
Sharon Lindh, a Wiradjuri woman sings a beautiful song. (the song was played)
The words are in Wiradjuri, the translation
For all our little babies we dream for you
For all our little babies we sing for you
For all our little babies we remember you

This is for those taken, those passed, for the Mothers, for us as we need our Mother.
If your family history of arriving in Australia has been a year, fifty or two hundred years we need to learn and understand
what has happened in this Country.
In 2019 we are grounding ourselves in truth and walking together with courage. In Reconciliation week, next week Mr Lyle
Swan is going to be in our community, in our classes, walking in our presence. Take the time ask the questions, appreciate
the opportunity to have an educator, a man who has lived so much history and has so much knowledge.
Whether you’re engaging in challenging conversations or unlearning and relearning what you know, this journey requires
all of us to walk together with courage.
As a Belconnen Community let us journey in Reconciliation.

Community Announcements

Enrolments for the 2020 school year opened on 29 April 2019. All ACT children are guaranteed
a place in their local public school for Kindergarten to year 12. However, due to growth in recent years in enrolments in the public system, some schools no longer have the capacity to
take “out of area” enrolments. These schools have been identified as “Category A” schools and
a list appears on the Education Directorate website.
You will not be able to seek enrolment for your child at one of these schools unless you live
within the school’s priority enrolment area (ie, the school’s geographic zone). All schools will,
however, consider cases where there are legal issues, or exceptional circumstances based on
student wellbeing. To avoid disappointment, you are encouraged to check the information on
the Education Directorate’s website so you can make the best decision for your family from the
options available.

Parking Safely and Legally Around Schools
As we drive and park our cars around schools we all need to ensure the safety of school students
is our priority. Parking illegally and unsafely across pedestrian crossings, corners and verges puts
children at risk. We all need to help keep our children safe. Here is a short video demonstration:
https://youtu.be/AslMVXpA9Zc
Access Canberra inspectors will be patrolling our school zones to help us ensure drivers do the
right thing.

Transport Canberra’s month free travel period came to an end on Sunday 26 May 2019. With paid services starting on Monday May 27. Students are being reminded to top up their MyWay cards or purchase tickets to avoid fines of up to $181 for
travelling without a ticket.
During the month’s free travel period, whilst drivers have encouraged all students to tap on and off, it has been brought to
our attention that there are some students who are not.
Tapping on and off is required by all customers travelling on light rail and buses, and also provides Transport Canberra with
accurate data to plan and review services in the future.
A select number of newsagencies, post offices, and Access Canberra outlets.
For the full list visit: https://www.transport.act.gov.au/tickets-and-myway/
get-myway/recharge-agents

Where can I get a
MyWay card?
I’m a student, how much
does it cost?

A MyWay card is $2.50, and then you’ll need to top it up for travel.
Concession:
Tertiary: $1.61
School student – school day: $1.22
School student – non-school day: $1.61
Weekday cap: $4.80
Weekend/public holiday cap: $2.17

I want to catch a bus and
light rail – will it cost me
two tickets?

All MyWay fares include a free 90-minute transfer period so you can connect
to a different bus or light rail service or commence your return journey using
the same ticket within 90 minutes of purchase. Daily tickets are valid until
midnight on the day of purchase.

What if I forget to tap
on/off?

If you don’t tap on, you could be fined up to $181.

My balance is low, how
do I recharge?

You can instantly top up your card at a recharge agent, set up an autoload
direct debit online, or top up at a ticket vending machine at all light rail
platforms and major bus stations.

If you don’t tap off after a trip, you’ll be charged a default fare.

Community and Culture

HARMONY DAY
On Thursday 21st March we celebrated Harmony Day as a whole school community. Students and
teachers alike got to celebrate our cultural diversity at Belconnen High. Needless to say, the students
and staff enjoyed a range of fun activities, including sports, food and games organised by the SRC.
The art stall, set up in the Belconnen Learning Commons, was one activity available during break 1.
There were multiple activities within the stall, that each had a different cultural history. The activities
included origami, with its brightly coloured paper and fancy folding; colouring in, with cultural designs
and animals from different countries; paper plate weaving, with hanging messages and woven patterns;
and paper chains, with multiple designs including people holding hands, stars and other shapes
depicting the cultural diversity that our school shares. Attracting people from all across the school and
asking for more after the break finished, it is undeniable that the art stall was a huge success.
The multicultural sports events were also a big success on the day. Students participated in Soccer,
Badminton and Buroinjin on the futsal courts and in the gym. It was encouraging to see so many
students getting involved and staying active.
The food stall run by the SRC was also very successful raising $215 in total. The stall sold both sweet
and savoury cuisine from a variety of cultures and regions. Many people enjoyed the food, and thank
you to everybody who made and brought in cultural dishes.
It was also wonderful to see so many students supporting Harmony Day by wearing orange clothing or

“Try on a hijab day”
As part of the Year 10 Leadership program, students had to come up with a project that they were
passionate about and that would initiate change and awareness in our school and the wider community. Malak Elfeky chose to run “try on a hijab” for a day. Students and staff could choose to wear a
hijab for the full day or just try one on and take a photo. Malak is an extremely confident and mature
student leader who wanted others to be able to experience what it was like for her wearing a hijab to
school everyday. She is very proud of her Muslim faith and we are proud as a school to be able to
participate in such a worthy project. Her message for today was about inclusion and equality. It was
wonderful to see so many of our younger students getting involving and asking lots of questions
which Malak was more than happy to answer. Thank you to Malak and her family, on behalf of the
school it has been a wonderful experience.

The Taste of the Bush Incursion
Adam Shipp is a Wiradjuri man who works closely with the Ngunnawal people and has a deep understanding of the plants of this region. His business is called Yurbay (You ra bi), which is the Wiradjuri
word for 'seed'. The Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students along with the Year 7 & 8 Connecting
to Country students had a series of The Taste of the Bush Incursions with Adam Shipp coming in and
working with the students in class. The students got to experience;
-

Plant Identification

-

Traditional Aboriginal plant uses

-

Hands on experience (tasting, touching and smelling samples)

-

Bush foods and medicines

ParentLink
ParentLink provides parenting education to the community, from birth to teenage years. It is available
for parents, carers, kin, teachers, and the broader community, providing information and links to local
resources and services.
The ParentLink website provides links to all ParentLink guides including a variety of topics Starting School, More than Reading and Writing, Optimism and Cyber Safety.
The ParentLink suite of resources includes guides specifically for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
families, and access to resources for diverse cultural groups.
ParentLink guides are available to view and order via the website at, https://
www.parentlink.act.gov.au/

Protect yourself and your family from the flu

Getting vaccinated is the best way to prevent your family getting the flu this winter. The flu vaccine
can save a child’s life.

The vaccine is safe, and everyone 6 months of age and over, including pregnant women and young
children, should get the vaccination.
Children are more likely to contract the flu, spread it around, and are at a higher risk of serious complications if they get sick. The flu is highly contagious and is spread easily through childcare centres and
schools.
The flu vaccine is free in the ACT for:

·

children aged 6 months to under 5 years

·

pregnant women

·

people 65 years of age and older

·

all Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people aged 6 months and older, and

·
people aged 6 months and older with some medical conditions such as severe asthma,
heart or lung disease, diabetes or weakened immune systems.
Where to get your flu vaccination
Everyone can get a flu vaccine from their GP or immunisation provider.
People over 16 years of age can also get a vaccine at some pharmacies.
ACT Government Early Childhood Immunisation Clinics provide a free flu vaccination for children aged
6 months to under 5 years. To book an appointment, call Community Health Intake on 02 5124 9977.
Learn more about influenza and where to get your vaccination at health.act.gov.au/flu

Tennis Canberra - Junior Coaching & Competitions - Free Trial - OPEN DAY
Hi Canberra Schools,
Term 2 has the Tennis Canberra Team is back. We invite new students to join a FREE Tennis Lesson at their local
Tennis Canberra club.
New players who sign-up for the upcoming Autumn Season will receive a free racquet!
If you can place this information in the upcoming newsletter it would be
much appreciated

JUNIOR COACHING & COMPETITIONS - Term 2
•

FREE Tennis Racquet for new players

•

South & North Canberra Venues

•

Programs for students of all ages and abilities

Junior Competitions Available www.tenniscanberra.com.au/competitions
FREE Coaching Trial Available www.tenniscanberra.com.au/try-tennis

Old Parliament House Tennis Club - OPEN DAY
•

Saturday May 4th

•

Time: 12-3pm (Free Junior & Adult Coaching 12-30pm)

•

BBQ & Open Court Session 12:30-3pm

Bring family & friends!

Sports Report
charity
donation came to $140.
This term
is again
a very
busy one
for school sport.
With Belconnen
High entering
teams
in the Oz
The
whole
cast
voted
to donate
the money
to ‘Beyond
Blue’
a mental
Tag, Zone Cross Country, A.C.T Cross Country, AFL, Volleyball and Hockey competitions.
health
charity that our Student Representatives are already contribOn Monday
had to.
3 teams playing at the Secondary Northside Oz Tag carnival. The 7/8 Boys played
uting
to. we
gold
well winning 3 of their 4 games just missing out on the semi-finals. All student played so well that it
was very difficult to choose a MPV. The 9/10 won 3 from 5 games, and the high light of the day was
Jono Canning, sprinting away to the try line to score while wearing his crocs. The 7/8 girls made the
final by winning all their games, they unfortunately lost by a try to St Francis in the Grand Final. All
girls contributed to an exceptional team effort, MPV Charlia Hodson. A special mention to the great
coaching abilities of Miss Turner, truly inspirational.

It has also been fantastic to see so many of our students trailing for A.C.T representative teams and
we wish them all the best in hopefully making the team!!

Hamish Sanz-Pellatt has made the A.C.T U17 Boys Softball team. They play this weekend at the Hawker Softball Centre. Good luck Hamish!!!

One outstanding achievement just recently has been from Andy Camp-Liddiard in Year 7. Andy did an
awesome job at the Australian little athletics championships in Hobart coming away with a bronze
medal in the 1500m.
In Week 9 of last term our school Athletics carnival took place for the very first time at the AIS. The
day was an amazing success and we will be back next year!!

The following students received the highest amount of points in each age group and will now receive
their age champion medallion:
12 years boys: Jesse Rayner
12 years girls: Kezia Hughes-Watts
13 years boys: Andy Camp-Liddiard
13 years girls: Nina Zarevac
14 years boys: Oscar Xirakis
14 years girls: Rita Utsiwegota
15 years boys: Darryl Knight
15 years girls: Grace Redfern-Elliot
16 years boys: Liam Starkis
16 years girls: Bronte McGrath

Snowy Mountains Equestrian Interschools Competition (SMIEC)
Grace Ferguson (year 8) represented Belconnen High School at the Snowy Mountains Equestrian Interschools Competition which was held in Jindabyne from Friday 26th April to Tuesday 30th April. Grace
was the only competitor representing Belconnen High in the competition.
Grace competed in a few different disciplines of equestrian sport, dressage, show jumping, showing and
mounted games.
Grace came home with a fourth in the Combined Training event this is made up from scores from a
dressage test and a show jumping round, a sixth in another dressage test and a seventh in the 80cm's
show jumping class (of which there were 64 competitors). Grace trained very hard prior to this event
and her hard work paid off.
Congratulations to Grace for her wonderful achievement at the recent Interschools competition on her
horse Smokey.

This Is A Drum-Off!

At the end of last term, three of our talented percussionists went head to head in a drum-off in the
quad area during break 1. They improvised over three different drum beats in turn and then invited
other students to have a go on a drum kit of their choice. It was a great success with many students
participating.

The purpose of the drum-off was to draw attention to the new music groups we are running this
year. We are running a choir on Mondays at break 1, a guitar group on Wednesdays at break 1 and a
jazz saxophone group on Thursdays of Week A and Tuesdays of Week B. All students are welcome
and no experience is necessary. See Ms. Herrick or Mr. Parr if you would like to join any of these
groups or would like more information.

Belconnen Learning Commons
There is so much happening in the Learning Commons at the moment. As well as being a flexible
learning space, it is becoming a hub of student activities and a meeting place for socialising before
school and during breaks.

We had our first live music performance on Friday of week 4, with Jim Gennaro performing a Beatles set, which was an outstanding success and enjoyed by all.

There are always board games and playing cards available for students as well as drawing and
writing materials.

The fiction section of the library is now available. We are in the process of buying new titles, some
of which are displayed in the Learning Commons.

Here is our supervised activities timetable:

Colour key: Events happening now In the near future Watch this space

Week A
Break 1

Monday

Tuesday

Chess Club

Giant chess

Break 2

Week B

Wednesday

Thursday

SRC craft
Drawing Contest

MakerSpace

Monday

Tuesday

Break 1

Chess Club

Giant chess

Break 2

Learn a new
Game

Friday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

SRC craft

Live performances

MakerSpace

Drawing Contest

If you missed the information evening or school tours you can see a 360° photographs of the
Learning Commons and other areas of the newly refurbished school, just search for Belconnen
High School in Google maps.

Tina Williams
E-Learning Coordinator.

Art and Technology

Being a parent is the hardest job we’ll ever have. All parents at some time experience difficulties
and stress.
Parentline ACT
is a confidential and free telephone and face-to-face counselling and information service.
Phone Parentline if you would you like:

•

To talk with someone about those parenting issues.

•

Help with some ideas on raising children.

•

Support in the important job you are doing.

•

To know what is available for parents, teenagers and children.

•

To build better relationships in your family.

•

Help to understand your child or teenager’s behaviour.

•

Make an appointment for a counselling session.

Parentline ACT.
Monday to Friday (except on public holidays), 9am to 5pm.
Phone: 6287 3833

Upcoming Ideas X Change on how we can all help reduce violence and bullying in schools Building Strong and Safe Communities for Learning is a partnership project between the ACT Education Directorate and the ACT Council of Parents and Citizens
Associations (P&C Council). Parents, students, principals and teachers are working together to reduce violence and bullying in
schools. Initial workshops received amazing feedback, join us to have your say.
Details: www.education.act.gov.au/ideas-xchange

You are invited to the Ideas Xchange..A Different Conversation
We’ve heard your ideas about reducing violence and increasing safety in schools, help us make it happen, join us for an Ideas
Xchange…
Purpose: Help us build strong and safe communities for learning.
We need your: experience and insights to test and provide feedback on the suggestions and ideas to reduce and better respond to violence in our schools.
Time
6:45 - 8:30 pm

Date
Wed 12 June

8:00 – 9:30 am

Thurs 13 June

3:45 – 5:30 pm

Thurs 13 June

9:45 – 11:30 am

Fri 14 June

6:45 – 8:30 pm

Mon 17 June

Location:
Meeting room 11, Hedley Beare Centre for Teaching and Learning, Fremantle Drive Stirling, 2611
Hosts:
P&C Council and Education Directorate
Catering:
Light refreshments post event
Parking:
Free Onsite
RSVP/Bookings: https://www.education.act.gov.au/ideas-xchange
If you require any further information relating to the Ideas XChange, please don’t hesitate to contact Ms Leanne Ballard, Assistant Director Strategic Policy on Leanne.ballard@act.gov.au or 62052912.
We look forward to working with you to build strong and safe communities for learning.
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