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Principal's Message 

 

 In this newsletter we have highlighted the learning from Technology classes and the English and 

Humanities Faculty. The work completed both online and whilst at school shows the great skills and 
knowledge of our young people as well as their ability to quickly adapt to significant change.  

 We have also provided an update on the 50th Celebrations, which have been significantly impacted 

by the restrictions. Although we will be unable to celebrate together during term 4 we hope to 

postpone events to next year. We can continue to enjoy the featured articles celebrating our 
Belconnen High School history.  

 Thank you to all families for their ongoing support. We are now busy planning the next significant  

change as we see our students return to face-to-face learning in Weeks 4 and 5. I will provide 

updates on this via email correspondence.  

 

To add some fun and enjoyment to the remote learning experience our teachers put together this 

fabulous little number. Please enjoy! 
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1E9iFxW1h6jopSDj2pizX2mupIPQpca0S/view?ts=613835dd 

  

All the best and stay safe and well.  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1E9iFxW1h6jopSDj2pizX2mupIPQpca0S/view?ts=613835dd


50TH ANNIVERSARY 

 

BHS 50TH ANNIVERSARY (1971-2021) NEWS 

  

COVID Lockdown Impact 

The ACT ‘s COVID lockdown has affected planned activities: 

• The Alumni School Tour planned for 10 September has been postponed until 2022.  

• The Alumni Project connecting current students with former students has been modified 
and will be further reviewed during Term 4.   

• The BHS’s Open Day planned for 22 October has been postponed until 2022.  

• The P&C’s  ‘Back to the Trivia’ Evening planned for Saturday 23 October will also be affected 
by COVID-19 developments. 



  

BHS Yearbooks 

We are still missing 4 yearbooks, 1995, 2011, 2012 and 2014 and hopefully we will have a full set by 

year’s end. The yearbooks have been scanned and will eventually be available through the BHS 

website. 

  

BHS 1982 Yearbook/Magazine 

The 1982 Yearbook was the first yearbook/magazine in which students had a major role in 

production.  Keith Joliffe’s Year 10 English class prepared the yearbook/magazine as part of their 
final assessment. 

 



 

BHS 1993 Yearbook – Teacher Reports 

The Magazine Committee produced a number of fun School Reports for a number of teachers.   Here 

are a couple of samples. 

 

BHS 1993 Yearbook – Student Creative Writing 



 

BHS ANZAC Day Ceremony – April 1997 

 

BHS Community Involvement 

BHS over the years has been a keen participant in community activities.  In the late 1990’s Canberra 
held a number of street parades.  BHS was there. 



 

 

A short video produced by some of our Year 8 students as a collection of thoughts and experiences 
from current staff at Belconnen High School.  

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1AWfrW0hI5SQuZDCqXf2vVmqxkgf4k2Ko/view?usp=sharing 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1AWfrW0hI5SQuZDCqXf2vVmqxkgf4k2Ko/view?usp=sharing


ENGLISH & HUMANITIES FACULTY NEWS 

 

It’s a big hello from everyone in the English and Humanities faculty! In Term 3 we have continued 

with our work, with more focus on small tasks and feedback. Students have engaged in so many 

tasks , it’s been wonderful to see their work. We ’ve had headless Romans, gladiator battles, poems, 
group work, creative writing, Chanel advertisements and more! 

We would all like to thank our students for their work this term, especially while we have been 

online. And I would like to thank our teachers, Mr Wylie, Ms Matthews, Ms Barbour, Mr Ewin, Mr 

Hamilton, Ms Hayden, Mr Pilkinton, Ms Van Dyk, Mr Power and Ms Bartlett for all their dedication 
and work during this time.  

We have some wonderful work samples to read, please enjoy reading them, and have a good break.   

Andrea Donaldson 



 

Year 8 English  

Roland C : Visual Storytelling 

 



 

 

Year 7 English: Poetry 

Bushfire 



The small spark appeared at night, 

When nobody was even there 

It surely could cause much damage, 

That little red strand of hair 

Left neglected, it desired revenge, 

On those who abandoned it 

Hatred boiled to a fever pitch, 

And the spark ignited into the final flame 

Devouring everything in its path, 

With the speed of a light 

The red beast laid waste to all, 

Unsleeping even at night 

Billowing smoke on the trail, 

Of mass annihilation 

Savouring the taste of its latest meal, 

The burnt earth of a nation 

People distorted through the smoke, 

Their figures twisted and surreal 

Then the beast caught up with them, 

And all the children squealed 

Thankfully, they were not gone, 

Just merely severely burned 

Their skin burnt black as night, 

Burnt down to the starlight bone 

Soon, the rain came 

Sheets and sheets of life 

Drenching the revenge grown great, 

Leaving no more sparks alive 

The earth having its skin cracked, 

Trees burnt to the bone 

No person left alive. 



The cause was revenge alone 

Smoke leaving a burning taste, 

The stench lingered in the air 

Ash spreading as far as the eye could see, 

Lingering from despair 

After the dreadful attempt at revenge, 

People rebuilt their homes 

The earth building defences, 

In the former fire zone 

Later the spark showed up again. 

This time trying again 

But this time everyone was ready. 

Reacting cool and zen 

The second beast never had a chance, 

To age and grow like last time 

Water poured over it again, 

And with a final roar it resigned 

  

By Ted S.W Year 7 

Year 8 English: Chaisongjee T - Storytelling with images 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

Year 8 English: Retell of Chanel No 5 advertisement 

Imagine you have to show someone in words what the Chanel No 5 advertisement is about.   What 

would you tell them? How would you show them the ad, using only words? In your own words, bring 

the essence of the ad to life.  

By Chai 

There he sat, up on the rusted and decaying arc with a red book in his hand. Removing his glasses, 

he looked over the river; the New York City skyline stretching far and beyond his eyes could see. 

Lights flashing and glittering like a thousand fireflies dancing around the sky in uni son. Spotlights 

illuminated the sky.  

Night. 

The light got brighter and brighter. If you were to look at them, you would surely get blinded. The 

two arcs, overlapping each other symmetrically shone brighter than them all. Eyes of the rich peered 

side to side. Camera flashed everywhere she looked. This was madness. The paparazzi ’s cameras 

flashing every millisecond, the hasty ushering of police standing in front of barricades. If she were to 

escape, she would have to go now. The blinding New York Times Square billboards stretched high 

and low, thrusting their meaningless products into the spotlight. Then, in the background, there they 
were again; the two arcs. 

Her pink feather dress trailed behind her as she ran. It was like a gown, covering her every step. I t 

seemed to look as if they were made with the most soft, most luxurious feathers in the universe. Her 

hair blowing a breeze as she ran and ran but just as fast as she had leapt out and ran, she came to a 

halt. The horn of the mustard yellow New York taxi, or cab, if you will, blared through the white 

noise.  

She looked up. Her blue grey eyes stared directly into the harsh light of the camera flash. Everything 

seemed to move in slow motion. Snapping out of her trance, she moved away from the flashes, the 
paparazzi, the reporters, everything.  

Just as quickly as she had appeared, she disappeared. Was it all too much? The pressure. Or was 

there a reason at all for her disappearance. 



Little did they all know there was a valid reason.  

Him 

He was the peaceful light that had shone brighter than them all. So, on that rooftop way up high, 

away from the madness the world had seemed to conjure up all at once, she sat on the rusted, 

decaying arc. She gazed out at the skyline. Finally, peace and serenity. 

Who was she? The woman that appeared in his taxi so suddenly. It didn ’t matter because he knew 

who she was to him. As the two kissed passionately, fireworks lit up around them in the starry night 

sky. The two rusted arcs were rusted no more. They shone brightly in a warm light. The six letters 

seemed to mean everything in that moment. In this moment, they were everything. 

Oh, how she wanted to run away from the chaos with him. Oh, how he wanted to stay here forever; 

to keep her for himself and dance their worries away but all good things must come to an end. She 

was to disappear again tomorrow, over the river and into the camera flashes. Thrusted into the 

havoc and turmoil once more.  

She didn’t care about tomorrow.  

Knowing that it was the right thing to do he said his goodbyes. The two embraced in that same 

backseat they met each other in.  

No one could steal their dream. No one. 

And so she was gone. The rooftop felt lonelier to him. Has she forgotten? He knew that he would not. 
Her passionate kiss, her warm smile, her sweet perfume.  

By Jessie 

 

A man is sitting alone on a rooftop, he sits and thinks about all the time he spent with her, how 

much he will miss his time with her. His life changed when he met her. She had been running from 

what looked like paparazzi, her fancy clothing only further making him believe that she had some 

kind of important status, undoubtedly higher than his. She gets in his taxi, it startles him of course, 

her beauty as she enters, yelling at the taxi driver to drive away. The pair get along well, hit off 

instantly and soon they find themselves dancing and kissing on a rooftop, a romantic moment th ey 
both wished would never end. If only it would never end.  

Of course, that was not the way this would go. They were found out, the two of them scolded. 

Others believed that he did not have the right to be with someone as famous as her, after all, he was 

nobody special at all. So they had to part ways, as she pulled herself out of the taxi they were in she 

had hugged him and whispered in his ear how they could never take away their dream, never erase 

the time they spent together. Then she was gone, and here he was, alone on the rooftop they once 

spent their most romantic and wonderful moments together. It was now empty and all he had left 

were the memories of her, wondering if she'd forgotten him. But he won ’t. He won’t forget her kiss, 
her smile… her perfume. 

Year 8 English 

Aimee E - Storytelling With Images 



 

 

 

Year 10 PEP English 

In Year 10 English PEP we have been emulating the writing styles of different authors. Students were 

given the opening passage from a classic novel, they analysed the ways grammar influenced 

meaning, and then they wrote their own passage, in the same grammatical style. Please enjoy.   

Supplied passage - Robert Louis Stevenson: Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde 



Mr. Utterson the lawyer was a man of a rugged countenance that was never lighted by a smile; cold, 

scanty and embarrassed in discourse; backward in sentiment; lean, long, dusty, dreary and yet 

somehow lovable.  At friendly meetings, and when the wine was to his taste, something eminently 

human beaconed from his eye; something indeed which never found its way into his talk, but which 

spoke not only in these silent symbols of the after-dinner face, but more often and loudly in the acts 

of his life.  

Tamir H: 

John the judge was a man of calm countenance, with a demeanour that suggested that he knew the 

full extent of the horrors on Earth, yet regarded it with resigned acceptance. He rarely participated 
in discourse, talking only when necessary, and often only to impart an unfeeling statement.  

Fiona L: 

Miss. Kimberly the sculptor was a lady of tranquil countenance who always had a warming smile 

plastered on her face; astute, devoted, and acclaimed in discourse; forward in sentiment; well-

dressed, decorous, humble, but yet carried an aura of mystery. In the open air, with the surrounding 

flourishment, something eminently captivating beaconed from her eye; something indeed which 

never was expressed into her work, but which spoke not only to others, but more often and serenely 

in the acts of her life. 

Abby P: 

Mr Grimace was an accountant. His countenance was sour and serious and he always hunched over 

his desk. Reluctant to engage in discourse Grimace preferred the company of himself rather than 

others. Always seen as unapproachable and spikey all Grimace wanted was to be loved. Sometimes 

at friendly meetings when the wine is to his taste, his hard and spiky shell cracks and a glimmer of 

his soft side shines through. Something which is rarely seen in his day to day life is seen when a glass 

of wine enters his interior and melts his exterior, this spoke not only to the people around him but 

spoke volumes in the future acts of his life. 

Erika K: 

Mr James, a teacher, is a man of dapper lineament that was always fascinated by a book; sharp, 

complex and commended in discourse; confident in sentiment; lean, long, polished, tranquil and yet 

somehow dislikeable. During class explanations, and when everyone understands, something awfully 

complex ignited in his mind; something indeed which always finds ways into his statements, but 
which spoke in the acts of his teaching, but more often spoke in the students' blank faces.  

Daniel G: 

SpongeBob the fast food worker was a sponge of a happy countenance that was always lighted by a 

smile; warm, bright and excitable in discourse; forward in sentiment; absorbent, yellow, porous, 

nautical and very lovable. At the Chum Bucket, and when the Chum burgers were particularly 

revolting, something eminently depressing beaconed from his eye; something indeed which never 

found its way into his normal demeanour, but which spoke not only in these symbols of the after-

work face, but more often and loudly in the acts of life. 

Year 8: Visual Storytelling 



 

ARTS TECH FACULTY NEWS 

 

It has been quite a productive term in the Arts and Technology faculty. Just as we were getting to 

know our electives classes, we were off to home learning. The arts and technology teachers worked 
tirelessly to move our practical based subjects online with great success! 

Our classes have been designing games, artwork, show stopper cakes and muffins and completing 

challenges. They have produced artworks using items from their environment, household and 

natural, including vegemite! We have seen movies and videos produced, continued work on our VET 

quals and the year book. As well as continue the incredible work on the school Production and 

Performing Arts Program. 

I would like to thank the staff for their engagement with their classes, the planning that is already 
happening for term 4 and beyond, and for their dedication to their subject and students.  

SLC Arts and Technology 



Rebecca Cowan 

 

P&C NEWS 

 

Unfortunately our trivia night to help celebrate Belconnen High’s 50th anniversary will be another 

casualty of Covid restrictions. While the event won’t be able to  go ahead as planned in October, it 

could possibly be postponed to next year – stay tuned! For those who have already bought tickets, 
we will let you know when a decision has been made and arrange for refunds as needed.  

  

Our next meeting is scheduled for 6.00 pm on Monday 11 October and will be held online (yay 

another Zoom meeting!). Please note that we will be considering a new constitution at this 

meeting. The revised constitution is based on a new template that aligns with changes to the 

relevant legislation, and is intended to be simpler and clearer. If you would like to review the draft or 

just attend the meeting (there will be other more interesting agenda items – Rebecca’s update is 

always a highlight) please ensure you are on our distribution list by emailing Sam (secretary) at 

bhspnc@gmail.com.  

  

The shift to remote learning has again presented some big challenges for students, teachers and 

parents/carers. We would like to express our thanks to all school staff for their efforts in supporting 

mailto:bhspnc@gmail.com


our children’s learning and wellbeing through this tough time. Also a big shout out to all the students 

battling away without their classmates and the parents trying hold it all together! We hope you’re all 

looking after each other 😊 

  

BHS P&C Committee 

 

UNIFORM SHOP 

 

Requests via email uniform.shop.bhs@gmail.com  

mailto:uniform.shop.bhs@gmail.com


CYBERSPACE 

 

Although it has been a challenging few weeks for students, teachers and families, coming to terms 

with technology, a new timetable structure and availability of resources, there have been some 

wonderful, productive outcomes from the students. We all appreciate your efforts to encourage and 

assist students in navigating the new platforms and would like to praise the students for their efforts. 

We have been pleasantly surprised by the creativity and problem solving they have shown while 

engaging in this new digital learning space as teachers strive to provide  engaging work, we hope to 
see some even more exciting and thoughtful work as lockdown continues.  

Parent Teacher interviews, using google hangouts, were a success with over 570 interviews 

conducted and very few technical difficulties. It was a fantastic opportunity for teachers to connect 

with families and share information, and shows that even in trying times of isolation we are still a 
strong community. 

Most issues related to Internet connection or devices have been resolved but given the nature of 

computers keep in mind that there is support available, email Info_BLCH@ed.act.edu.au with any 
concerns. 

 

Minecraft Belconnen High School (James H) 

mailto:Info_BLCH@ed.act.edu.au


 

3D Holiday dreams (Preston F) 

 

Lockdown retreat (Masaab A) 

 

Engineering marvel (J.B) 



FINANCE NEWS REGARDING CONTACTLESS PAYMENTS: 

 

CONTACTLESS PAYMENTS 

Due to unprecedented times with Covid 19, Belconnen High School will only be accepting contactless 

payments until further notice. We welcome your payments via QuickWeb which can be located on 
the Payments tab on our  Webpage. 

Thank you for your understanding and cooperation with this process for future payments.  

http://www.blch.act.edu.au/payment
http://www.blch.act.edu.au/payment
http://www.blch.act.edu.au/payment


IMPORTANT - FAMILY CONTACT DETAILS: 

 

It is important that the school maintains an accurate and up to date record of family/carer email 

addresses, home addresses and telephone numbers for all student. Please let us know if there are 

changes to your contact details by sending an email to info_BLCH@ed.act.edu.au or phone the front 
office on 6142 1690. We are always grateful to receive this information.  

https://info_BLCH@ed.act.edu.au/


IMPORTANT INFORMATION REGARDING: 

 

STUDENT ACCIDENT/INCIDENT 

Schools collect information about injuries and incidents, which occur at school or on school 

organised activities, on behalf of the Education and Training Directorate.  Some of the information 

may be personal information as defined in the Privacy Act 1988 and the Health Records (Privacy and 

Access) Act 1997.  The information is usually included in a Student Accident/Incident Report 

together with any accompanying witness statements or the Notification of a Critical Incident. 

AMBULANCE  TRANSPORT 

Ambulance transport for students at school This information is from the ACT Department of 
Education policy on Student accidents/incidents: 

The ACT Ambulance Service provides free ambulance transport for students who are injured or 

suddenly become ill at school or during approved school activities within the ACT.  Free ambulance 

cover does not apply to students who attend Jervis Bay School.  



CANTEEN NEWS 

 

Download the app and register with FlexiSchools 

https://flexischools/

